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children growing up who are bright—
who only need have ordinary facilities for
education to make them cultured men and
women. We had better take the means that
others probably would covet, as mobs have
done before, and which is a standing temp-
tation in the eyes of certain persons, take
that means, I say, and spend it in educat-
ing our children with the view of preparing
them to enter upon the great and impor-
tant duties which will devolve upon them,
than to have it as a standing temptation
to induce somebody to make a raid to get
possession of it, or to keep it, and when we
can keep it no longer, to bequeath it to our
children to possibly quarrel over, and cause
disturbances and divisions in our families,
and at a time too when our voices are silent
and our influence powerless to remedy the
evil. Spend it wisely upon your children in
your lifetime, and when you have educated
them, when you have given them some-
thing which they can keep when they lie
down at night, without the slightest danger
of burglars stealing it, they are equipped for
the struggle of life.

Every child in our community should
be educated, not in books alone, but to
sustain himself, or herself, so that in case
he or she be left alone, or otherwise, they
will be able, from the elements around
them, inasmuch as they possess the use
of their own limbs and faculties, to earn
a living and thereby aid somebody else to
live. And it seems to me, that if parents
were worth millions, they should never
be content to let their children, boys and
girls, grow up to manhood or to woman-
hood without teaching them to earn their
own living at some trade or some manu-
al or skilled labor. I say to my brethren,
teach your children the use of their brains,
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and when they have learned to use their
brains, teach them the cunning and skill
that can be taught to the right hand of
man, by which all that is glorious which
we see around us is produced. A good brain
and the skill of man’s right hand can pro-
duce wonders. The nations who have thus
developed themselves have made their
mark in the history of the world; and to
this characteristic in the nations who are so
fortunate as to possess it may be traced the
secret of their growth and prosperity. There
is no reason why we should not be equal to
the most favored in this respect.

A remark was made last evening to the
effect, that some of our young men had
very little desire to take part in the exercises
of the Improvement Associations, because
their early education had been neglected. If
there had been time I would have related
for the benefit of such, a few incidents in
the career of a gentleman with whom 1
am acquainted; he sat by my side at the
last session of Congress. He is a man
about 45 years of age; when he was 29
years of age, he had a wife and one child,
and could not read or write; today he is
a member of Congress, and a very cred-
itable representative of his State; he has
served also in the Legislature in his State;
and has been speaker in that body. Now
this is a remarkable instance of what a
man can do when he applies himself to
learning. There is no man who possesses a
sound mind who need be afraid if he will
apply himself, using the faculties which
God has given him, and not sit down
with the idea that he cannot learn. Why
a man ought to learn if he should live to
be 150 years of age, learn something every
day until he dies; there is no limit to a
man’s capacity to learn. And because a

5/26/20 6:46 PM



