
possible to make him. We should not be 
content to make our children like our-
selves; that because we have lived in a 
certain way that they may do so also. 
Our children will occupy positions that 
we scarcely dream of, if we will do our 
duty by them. Our boys and girls should 
be cultivated and trained. Give them the 
best training and the best education that 
you can afford; and do not think that you 
can do too much for them in this direc-
tion. And while you are cultivating the soil 
and building houses and making improve-
ments of different kinds, look forward to 
the future, and put yourselves in a position 
in which you can do far more good than 
you are doing at the present time. Great 
and glorious promises have been made to 
us, and we should be reaching out in the 
proper direction to realize the benefit of 
them. Of course this can only be done by 
the necessary work of preparation. The 
Lord has said that he will make us the 
noble of the earth, the greatest among 
men, the rulers and even saviors of men. 
This means rule and dominion; it means 
control. And still we should be humble 
and meek and lowly, and put our trust in 
God, and look to him as the source of our 
strength.

Mothers, let me beg of you to bestow all 
the care and training that you possibly can 
upon your daughters. Make them as perfect 
as you can; give them every facility within 
your power to become women of culture. 
And, fathers, do the same by your boys. If 
there is a man in your settlement who excels 
in any one thing, let him teach the rest. If 
there be among you a good penman, let him 
teach others this beautiful art. And if there 
is a woman that excels in anything, let the 
girls be taught in that one thing until they

shall equal or surpass her. If there is a man 
among you who is accustomed to society, 
let him impart lessons to the boys, and let 
them imitate him. This is one thing that 
devolves upon us, as Latter-day Saints.

You are living in a small place, and you 
are apt to become narrow in your views. 
You have a log house for a meetinghouse, 
and you seem to be satisfied with it; and 
how many of you live in log houses? Many 
of your ditches I see, are wide, and your 
wives and daughters have either to jump 
them or wade through them. It is time you 
were building a new and better meeting-
house, and then you will erect better 
dwelling houses; and your ditches will be 
bridged, and your fences and sidewalks be 
improved.

Do not allow the feeling of indifference 
to come over you. Improve your city, make 
it attractive, so that when people come into 
your midst, they will say, “Here is a thrifty, 
prosperous people; this people are improv-
ing their condition, and they are seek-
ing to excel.” This is a duty that devolves 
upon you. The work of improvement con-
nected with this great, growing country 
which God has given unto us, which he 
has placed in our hands, so to speak, is our 
work, and we should have pleasure in im-
proving and beautifying the places of our 
habitation.

Parents, you should see that your boys 
are taught mechanism. You need good 
mechanics. You need masons, you need 
carpenters, you need painters and other 
skilled workmen, and why not let the boys 
learn? Everything they learn of a practical 
nature will be useful to them sometime  
or other during their lifetime, and work-
men in the building line almost always 
find employment. In regard to what I
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