284

have said about the training of your fam-
ilies, I do not mean to reflect upon you,
for I expect you do what you can in this
direction; at least, I hope so; but I speak
of what we ought to do in regard to our
families.

Our enemies are continually trying to
destroy us, and we as a people should
be banded together in the bonds of the
Gospel. 1 desired to have said some
things at Fillmore, and should have done
so had I had another opportunity. I un-
derstand there are a great many bad in-
fluences in this county. You have apos-
tates, among you, and your daughters—
at least there have been some cases
where your daughters have married into
the families of apostates and your sons
have married the daughters of apos-
tates. If this is the case, it is a de-
plorable condition of things. @ When
Latter-day Saints marry those who are
not of their faith, I look upon it as a
great misfortune to those who do so. If
those barriers were to be broken down
which ought to exist between us and
the world I should view it as a great
calamity. One of the strictest commands
that the Lord gave to Israel in olden
times was that they should not marry
with the nations surrounding them; and
this law is equally binding on us, and
we should do everything in our power
to maintain it inviolate. For our ene-
mies are determined to take away from
us the control of our affairs. And such
people, part of whom are in Fillmore,
and you may have some down here,
if they had their way—or if the mea-
sures which they would vote for could
be carried out, you, all of you, would
be reduced to the condition of serfs; you
would not even have the right to vote
for a justice of the peace; you would
not even have the right to vote for a
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constable, nor for a probate judge, nor
selectman, nor for an assessor or collec-
tor; they would deprive you of the right
of suffrage, and reduce you to the con-
dition of slaves, if they could have their
way. It is not only once or twice, but
it has been many, many times that bills
have been introduced into Congress con-
taining these features, and leaving us
the bare privilege of paying taxes, while
they who live here and urge this leg-
islation, would have the right to spend
them. Now, I am told that there are
people in this county who are sustained
principally by the Latter-day Saints so-
called, who use their influence and their
means against us, who are in full sym-
pathy with the men who make it their
study and their business to destroy us,
and who, if they had the power would
imprison and put to death the best men
among us. A man calling himself a
Latter-day Saint, who would do that—
that would use his means and his influ-
ence, which by the way he is indebted
to God for, to destroy his work, I con-
sider as being terribly ignorant; or if hav-
ing good sense, is not worthy of a name
and place among the Latter-day Saints.
I feel keenly on this point, because it is
a vital point; and I repeat, that the man
who would put his means into the hand
of the enemy, the avowed enemy of this
Church, to destroy his brother is most
culpable, and cannot escape the condem-
nation of the Lord. The man who is a
free man, and who values his own liberty
and that of his neighbors, will do noth-
ing of the kind; he will jealously guard
against aiding such people even to the
amount of one cent. He would say, "I
cannot afford to let my means, or any
part of it, go to destroy my own peace or
that of my neighbor, nor to deprive us of



