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It affords me great pleasure to travel as
we are now doing. It is a number of years
since I had the opportunity of thus trav-
eling in this county, visiting the people in
the various settlements, and witnessing the
changes and improvements which have
taken place, which indicate the growth and
development of the people.

It is only a few years ago that our ene-
mies, in speaking of us, said, that we were
a miserable, decrepit, weakly, dying-out
people. They described us as very poor,
miserable-looking creatures, all bearing
the impress of our polygamic practices
upon our faces; and our children as being
weakly, with poor intellect, etc. And this
description of us went the rounds of the
press, and was believed in by a great many.
And some people were so credulous that
they supposed that as soon as they came
into a “Mormon” city they could easily
tell the “Mormon” women by the sad,
depressed expression of the countenan-
ces which they wore. For a few years this
idea prevailed, having been voiced by the
press generally; and lecturers, in speaking
about us, dwelt upon this peculiarity. Of
late, however, the tone has changed, and
instead of entertaining the idea that we are
about to die out, the feeling concerning us
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is one of fear, lest we should spread out and
take possession of the surrounding country.

It has been the case for many years, in
fact, from the beginning, that our Elders
have been proclaiming to the world that
we are a growing people, and predicting
that God has a great destiny in store for
the Latter-day Saints; that “the kingdom
and dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall
be given to the people of the saints of the
most High,” etc. And this and other pre-
dictions of a like import were testified to
by the Elders of this Church wherever they
went; but the people generally, who heard
our brethren preach such doctrine, were re-
luctant to believe it, and did not believe it,
in fact. Of late, however, there has been a
great change; people who have all the time
looked upon the “Mormons” as a lot of
fanatics, whose race could not be otherwise
than a short one, already begin to fear
that there is some truth in these
predictions.

During this last winter I found myself
in a rather peculiar position—a position
I had never occupied before—of being
under the necessity of endeavoring to
calm the fears of the public respecting our
growth and increase, they had such ideas
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