REPORTS CONCERNING THE SAINTS, ETC.

about it they were apprehensive lest we
were not only going to possess Utah, but
going to take possession of Idaho, Ari-
zona, Nevada, and cross into Colorado.
And I myself was under the necessity
of calming their fears in regard to the
growth of the people, and of saying to
them, we were not increasing so fast
as to give cause for any reasonable ap-
prehension. This shows a change that
has taken place in the mind of the pub-
lic with regard to the Latter-day Saints.
And this morning while sitting under
the cool shade of this bowery looking
upon the faces of these children and
young people, I thought that I never saw
healthier children. And every counte-
nance is cheerful; every one bespeaks
health and our young women show that
they have been born of healthy parents,
and brought up and trained so as to de-
velop their physical natures; I am glad
to see this; I am thankful that we live
in a healthy country, and that we have
the Word of Wisdom given unto us by
revelation from God; and by observing
it we are very likely to have an exceed-
ingly healthy race of people, who will
also be long-lived. I think it a matter
of great importance to endeavor to train
ourselves and our children so as to have
health, and not only health but long life
on the earth, so that we may accom-
plish that which God has given unto us
to do. For there is an immense amount
of labor to be performed in connection
with this work. With good health we
also have plenty. These fruitful farms;
these teeming orchards; with flocks and
herds of cattle, of sheep, of horses,
with the dwellings and everything else
to show how comfortably situated the
Latter-day Saints are. They have honey,
they have butter and milk, and their
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bins are overflowing, so to speak, and in
many instances actually so, with wheat
the finest that is grown on the earth.
And there is nothing to prevent our be-
coming physically perfect. But there are
great responsibilities resting upon the
parents among the Latter-day Saints;
and not only upon the parents but upon
the leading men in our settlements and
cities and stakes.

There is one thing that you who
reside here—and in fact it may be
said about every settlement in these
mountains—that you should be particu-
larly careful about, and that is, the ed-
ucation of your children. I hope in your
general prosperity you will not overlook
your educational interests. It is of the
utmost importance to us and to our chil-
dren and to the work of God which is
entrusted to us, that we should give
our children every advantage of educa-
tion, including the training of them in
the principles of the Gospel; for it is of
the first importance that all should have
laid the foundation in their hearts of
faith in God and confidence in the Holy
Priesthood, and in the ordinances of the
house of God. This is of the first im-
portance, more important than anything
else; more important even than teaching
them to read and write. Train them in
the faith of God and in the knowledge
of God, so far as it can be imparted to
them, until they can find out God for
themselves, seeking him in earnestness
in their closets and private places. And
when we have laid this foundation in
their hearts, then impart to them skill in
education to read and write perfectly, so
that every boy and girl in our community
can read and write his and her tongue
perfectly. Do it so that no one can find
fault with it, that it may be ready for the
press, if they should wish to address a



