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secondary considerations. They are good

enough in their place; right enough to

be attended to; but subordinate always

to the love of God. That should be the

first love, greater than every other love.

A man that loves a wife, a man that loves

a child, a man that loves anything upon

the earth more than God, is not a true

Latter-day Saint. He may have a lovely

wife, he may have a lovely child; he may

have a rich farm, he may have stock, el-

egant residences, horses and carriages,

together with an abundance of wealth to

command all the comforts of the earth;

but I tell you, as a servant of God, if

he loves these things more than he loves

God, he is not a true Latter-day Saint.

He cannot serve God and mammon to-

gether. One love must predominate; it

must be superior to every other love, and

that is the love of our Heavenly Father;

the keeping of his commandments and

attending to the ordinances of salvation

which he has revealed to us.

While Brother Woodruff was speak-

ing about what President Young had told

him in Winter Quarters, respecting the

Prophet Joseph's teachings, with regard

to cultivating the spirit of the Lord, a

thing came to my mind that I was taught

in the same way in the beginning of my

labors on my first mission, and the im-

pression it made upon my mind has been

a lasting one; I have never forgotten it;

and through taking that lesson to heart

I feel that I have been exceedingly pros-

pered in my life.

There were ten of us, of whom

I was the youngest, wind-bound in

the Bay of San Francisco, and we

had been thus delayed for nearly a

week near the Golden Gate in con-

sequence of head winds. I dreamed

one night that this party of brethren

were heaving at the windlass, having a

rope attached to it reaching forward to

the anchor at the bow of the vessel. We

were working with all our might endeav-

oring to raise the anchor, but seemingly

we made but little progress. While thus

engaged I thought the Prophet Joseph

came from the after part of the vessel

dressed in his temple clothes, and tap-

ping me on the shoulder told me to go

with him. I went, and he climbed on

to the forecastle which was higher than

the main deck and on a level with the

bulwarks, and there he knelt down, also

telling me to kneel down with him. He

prayed according to the order of prayer

which is revealed. After prayer, he arose

upon his feet. "Now," said he, "George,

take hold of that rope"—the rope we had

been pulling on with all our might. I took

hold of it, and with the greatest ease and

without the least effort, the anchor was

raised. "Now," said he, "let this be a les-

son to you; remember that great things

can be accomplished through the power

of prayer and the exercise of faith in the

right way."

I would like to impress this, with

what Brother Woodruff has told you,

upon the minds of the young, also upon

the middle-aged and the aged of this con-

gregation if they choose to take it; great

is the power of prayer when properly of-

fered to the Lord. Whatever success I

have had upon my missions in battling

with the adversaries of this people, in

being able to hold my position, when

warred upon—and it seemed that noth-

ing in the world but the power of God

could save me or prevent legislation ad-

verse to this people—whatever success

there may be about this in the past,

throughout my life—and I believe it was

the case with my predecessors—it has


