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sang together for joy. Associated with

the Gospel he has restored the Priest-

hood, which is simply, in a fewwords, the

rule and government of God, whether

in the heavens or on the earth. This

Priesthood, this law, this government

and these principles have been commu-

nicated from the heavens. They orig-

inated not with man upon the earth.

They did not originate with any church

upon the earth, or any people, or any

authority. This is the gift of God to

man. This Gospel places man in com-

munication with God, his Heavenly Fa-

ther; this Gospel brings life and immor-

tality to light; this Gospel is proclaimed

in the interest of all men in all parts of

the earth; the Priesthood in connection

with the Gospel has a commission to pro-

claim to all the world, to every nation,

kindred, tongue and people. It is a mes-

sage of salvation to the nations of the

earth, and it is very different from that

which many call the Gospel, whose fol-

lowers would seek to destroy, to defame,

to overturn and to injure all humanity

who are opposed to them, and to their

views and feelings. God feels interested

in the welfare of the whole human fam-

ily, and for this purpose he has estab-

lished principles upon the earth which

exist in the heavens—a Gospel that has

prevailed among the Gods in the eter-

nal worlds, containing principles which

are calculated to elevate, ennoble and

exalt the human family. The principles

are eternal as the Gospel itself is eter-

nal; and as the love of God was mani-

fested in former times by the giving of

His Son for the redemption of the world,

so the goodness of God is extended in

the last days to save, to bless, to ele-

vate and to dignify the human family.

And those who are in possession of these

principles are in possession not only of

the love of God, but of the love of man,

and will seek, by every means in their

power, aided by the Spirit of God, and

that light, love and intelligence which

dwell in his bosom, to spread these sa-

cred principles and to save men, if pos-

sible almost contrary to their own will.

It is a mistaken notion, let me say here,

that some people entertain, that because

men persecute us, we must persecute

them: that because men would proscribe

us in our religious faith, we must per-

secute them in theirs. There is no such

principle associated with God, or with

those who dwell in the love of God, or

who are actuated by the Spirit of God.

Everything of that kind proceeds from

beneath and not from above. God is in-

terested in the welfare of all people, all

nations, all kindreds, and all tongues.

He is the Father of the spirits of all flesh,

and however narrow and contracted men

may be in their ideas, he can afford to let

his rain descend on the evil and the good,

and cause his sun to shine on the just

and on the unjust. For this purpose he

has introduced the Gospel; for this pur-

pose he is gathering together a people

under the influence of the Gospel, which

Gospel, when received and obeyed, im-

parts the Holy Ghost, and which Holy

Ghost takes of the things of God, and

shows them unto us. He has gathered

us together here in this place and in this

land, in order that we may be more fully

instructed in His law, for men are not

acquainted with God by revelation any-

where else to my knowledge. Very few

men upon the face of the earth believe

in revelation from God. They believe in

their own theories, and notions and ideas

and principles, but they know nothing

about "thus saith the Lord," as men used

to do when they had the Gospel; and


