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wherever the Gospel exists, there ex-

ists with it a knowledge of God, and of

the laws of life. God has committed to

us the Gospel and the High Priesthood,

which is not intended, as some suppose,

to bring men into bondage or to tyran-

nize over the consciences of men, but to

make all men free as God is free; that

they may drink of the streams "whereof

shall make glad the city of God;" that

they may be elevated and not debased;

that they may be purified and not cor-

rupted; that they may learn the laws of

life and walk in them; and not walk in

the ways of corruption and go down to

death. Jeremiah tells us that the Lord

says, "I will take you one of a city and

two of a family and I will bring you to

Zion; and I will give you pastors accord-

ing to mine heart, which shall feed you

with knowledge and understanding."

We have learned this, that God lives;

we have learned that when we call upon

him he hears our prayers; we have

learned that it is the height of human

happiness to fear God and observe his

laws and keep his commandments; we

have learned that it is a duty devolv-

ing upon us to try and make all men

happy and intelligent, which happiness

and intelligence can only be obtained

through obedience to the laws of God.

It is in him that we trust. We are not

so much concerned about the destiny of

this kingdom as some people think we

are. God is interested in it, the holy an-

gels are interested in it, the ancient Pa-

triarchs and Prophets and men of God

who have lived in other ages are in-

terested in it, and in the councils of

heaven it was agreed that this kingdom

should be established; it is according to

the word and will and eternal designs

of Jehovah. And as he called men

in other days he has called them in

these days, and this Priesthood admin-

isters in the earth and in the heavens.

And when Brother Moses Thatcher talks

about a man being called, having fin-

ished his course here, to go into another

state of existence, he talks understand-

ingly on that point. This Priesthood is

an everlasting Priesthood, as was the

Priesthood of Jesus, after the order of

Melchizedek, and it administers in time

and in eternity. This Gospel brings us

into communion with God our Heavenly

Father, with Jesus the Mediator of the

New Covenant, with the general assem-

bly and Church of the Firstborn; and

while they are operating there, we are

operating here. For this reason we are

building our Temples and administering

in them, and these are things that I wish

to speak a little upon to you Latter-day

Saints who are assembled here from the

various parts of the Territory. It is not an

idle phantom that has been presented to

us in this matter. There is nothing vague

or visionary about it, we are dealing with

sober, serious, solemn facts. Elijah it was

prophesied should come and turn the

hearts of the fathers to the children and

the hearts of the children to the fathers.

That prophecy has been fulfilled, and

while millions and myriads of the human

family have died without a knowledge

of the Gospel, we are instructed what

our duty is towards them; and while

we are engaged in building Temples and

administering therein both for the liv-

ing and the dead, the everlasting Priest-

hood in the heavens are engaged in op-

erating in the same way in the inter-

ests of all humanity, not only of those

who now live but those who have lived.

We need, it is true, the assistance and


