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congregation; but we have not time. We

shall have to take these things by de-

grees, little by little, line upon line, pre-

cept upon precept.

There is one thing I wish to speak

about here politically. "What do you

think about the government of the

United States," some people say. "What

are your opinions?" I will tell you what

I think about the Constitution. I have

just the same opinion of it that Joseph

Smith had, and he said it was given by

inspiration of God. The men did not

know this who wrote it; the men did

not know it who adopted it; neverthe-

less it is true. There is an embodiment

of principles contained therein that are

calculated to bless and benefit mankind.

"What do you think about the govern-

ment of the United States as a govern-

ment?" I think it is a good deal ahead of

most governments, but I think the ad-

ministrators are apostatizing very fast

from the principles that the fathers of

this nation instituted. It has become

quite a question nowadays, whether men

can be preserved in their rights or not,

whether men can worship God according

to the dictates of their conscience or not,

or whether we are living in a land of free-

dom or not. What is the matter? Why,

they are like the religionists. How is it

with them? They profess to believe in the

Bible. They do believe it shut, but when

you open it they deny it. The people of

this nation profess to believe in the Con-

stitution. They do until it comes to be ap-

plied to the people and then they do not.

That is perhaps too broad a saying; but

I will say there are many who feel like

this—not all by a long way. There are

thousands and tens of thousands who

are imbued with the same principles as

were the framers of the Constitution and

who desire to see human freedom per-

petuated. The principles of freedom

and the love of human liberty have not

quite died out of the hearts of all men

in these United States. There is a re-

spectable balance in favor of liberty and

freedom and equal rights. But there are

others—why they talk sometimes about

our polygamy until you would think from

what these open-mouthed people say,

that we were the most corrupt people on

the face of the earth. I could say some-

thing about them if I wanted to talk,

I would say here that we respect fam-

ily virtue, and we protect virtue among

us. We associate with our families upon

principles that have been ordained of

God, and sanctioned by Him, in the dif-

ferent ages of the world. And then we

are true to our covenants, while they

profess to be true to theirs, and violate

them and disgrace and corrupt them-

selves. God save us from their infamies!

Do not follow after their example. What

have we seen of men here right in our

city sent to evangelize us?—seducing fe-

males when they could, and then go into

courts, churches, etc., and talk about

the impurities of the "Mormons!" This is

not a very good way to evangelize peo-

ple nor to exalt them; it does not pro-

duce a love of those ennobling princi-

ples which all honorable men ought to

be governed by. We would say then in

regard to religionists—if you profess a

religion be true to it; if you profess to

believe in the Bible when shut, believe

it when open, and practice its princi-

ples. We would say to men who pro-

fess so much loyalty and patriotism to

the government, be true to your institu-

tions, be true to the Constitution of the

United States, as we say to all our peo-

ple to be true to the same. We expect


