DUTIES OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

tion of the world, but have been kept hid
from the wise and prudent, shall be re-
vealed unto babes and sucklings in this,
the dispensation of the fullness of times."

And who was to originate this? It
originated with God the Father, and it
was sustained by Jesus, the Mediator
of the new covenant, and it was sanc-
tioned by all the Prophets, Patriarchs,
Apostles and men of God who held the
Priesthood in former ages. And finally,
when all the preparations were made
and everything was ready, or the time
had fully come, the Father and the Son
appeared to the youth Joseph Smith to
introduce the great work of the latter
days. He who presides over this earth
and he who is said to be the maker of all
things, the Father, pointing to his well-
beloved Son, says, "This is my beloved
Son, hear him." He did not come him-
self to regulate and put in order all
things, but he presented his Only Be-
gotten Son, the personage who should
be, as he is termed in the Scriptures,
the Apostle and great High Priest of our
profession, who should take the lead in
the management and regulation of all
matters pertaining to the great dispen-
sation that was about to be ushered in.
And that Jesus who had been spoken of
by all the holy prophets since the world
was, and was the Lamb slain from be-
fore the foundation of the world, who
was the Son of the Eternal Father, and
who was the brightness of the Father's
glory and the express image of his per-
son, he it was who was to take charge of
this all-important work, to regulate the
affairs pertaining to the interests of hu-
manity, to introduce the dispensation of
the fullness of times, and to operate with
the various Priesthoods that had existed
and the men who held the keys of these
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Priesthoods in former times for the sal-
vation of humanity.

And thus the work was commenced.
Everything was prepared in the heavens
that had been contemplated from the be-
ginning. And I here desire to mention
one thing pertaining to the Son of God.
We are told that when it was determined
to organize the earth, and when God had
laid his plans before the councils of the
heavens that he asked Lucifer what he
would do. Lucifer answered, "Behold I,
send me, I will be Thy son, and I will
redeem all mankind, that one soul shall
not be lost; and surely I will do it; where-
fore give me thine honor." The Father
then turned to his well-beloved Son, and
asked, "What will you do, you have heard
these things as well as Lucifer?" The Son
replied, "Father, thy will be done, and
thine be the glory." Satan, we are told,
rebelled against God; and he wanted to
introduce something that was contrary
to the law of God and to the counsel of
God; as much as to say, "O, you do not
know much about it; I will go and save
all; wherefore give me thy glory." Some
of our folks nowadays feel and say some-
times, they have a portion of the Priest-
hood, and they think they are almighty
personages; they think they know bet-
ter than anybody else, better than the
Bishop, better that the Twelve, better
than the Presidency of the Church: they
are puffed up and filled with their vain
imaginations. Say they, "let me have
my way; and then, I want you to give
me your honor to help me to carry it
out." Or, in other words, "I want to fight
against the work of God and against the
Priesthood of God, and I want you to
give me power and influence to accom-
plish it." They do not tell you that in
so many words; but those are the facts.



