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think of. And after the flood we are told

that the curse that had been pronounced

upon Cain was continued through Ham's

wife, as he had married a wife of that

seed. And why did it pass through the

flood? Because it was necessary that the

devil should have a representation upon

the earth as well as God; and that man

should be a free agent to act for himself,

and that all men might have the oppor-

tunity of receiving or rejecting the truth,

and be governed by it or not according

to their wishes and abide the result; and

that those who would be able to main-

tain correct principles under all circum-

stances, might be able to associate with

the Gods in the eternal worlds. It is the

same eternal program. God knew it and

Adam knew it.

Now, with regard to Noah and his

day. God made arrangements before-

hand, and told Methuselah that when

the people should be destroyed, that

a remnant of his seed should occupy

the earth and stand foremost upon it.

And Methuselah was so anxious to have

it done that he ordained Noah to the

Priesthood when he was ten years of age.

Noah then stood in his day as the repre-

sentative of God; and after him Abraham

was selected to take the lead in relation

to these matters pertaining to man's sal-

vation, Some people suppose that Abra-

ham was an old fogy who knew but lit-

tle, a kind of dull, dumpy old shepherd.

But we were informed that he was a

man that followed after righteousness,

and that he sought to obtain more righ-

teousness; that he searched the records

of his fathers as they had come down

to him, and traced them back until

the days of Adam, and even before the

world was. Before the world was? Yes.

God, we are told, talked with him, and

told him of certain noble spirits who

stood in his presence in the beginning,

whom he had determined to make his

rulers; "and thou, Abraham," said he,

"art one of them." He was not only a

prince on the earth but a prince in the

heavens, and by right came to the earth

in his time to accomplish the things

given him to do. And he found by trac-

ing his genealogy that he had a right

to the Priesthood, and when he ascer-

tained that, he prayed to the Lord, and

demanded an ordination. And he was or-

dained (as we are told by Joseph Smith)

under the hands of Melchizedek to the

holy Priesthood. And afterwards, we are

informed, became in possession of the

Urim and Thummim by which he could

obtain a knowledge of God and of his

laws, and all things pertaining to the

earth and the heavens. And God re-

vealed himself unto him; and he told him

that in blessing, he would bless him; and

in multiplying, he would multiply him,

and that in him and in his seed all the

families of the earth should be blessed.

And has this been so? Yes; from that

time forth, by that lineage the blessings

of heaven have flowed to the children

of men. Let us examine a few things.

Who were Isaac and Jacob? Heirs of

the same promises as himself. Who was

Joseph, who was sold into Egypt? A de-

scendant of Abraham. Who was Moses,

who delivered the people from Egyp-

tian bondage? A descendant of Abra-

ham. Who was Aaron, who was asso-

ciated with the Aaronic Priesthood, and

who presided over it? A descendant of

Abraham. Who were the Prophets that

we read of in this Bible? They were de-

scendants of Abraham. Who was Jesus,

who as the Son of God, taketh away the


