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until you did come; and you entered into
all kinds of plans and calculations to get
here. And I have known people so anxious
to come here, that they were ready almost
to sell themselves. And was it because we
were such a good people? I do not know
about that; I do not think we were as good
as we ought to be. Nevertheless, that spirit
operated upon you, and you could not rest
until you got here.

Another thing associated with this was
the coming of Elijah. What to do? To
turn the hearts of the fathers to the chil-
dren and the hearts of the children to the
fathers. And what is meant by that? He
was a representative of a certain class in the
heavens who felt interested in their chil-
dren. And their children are our fathers;
and hence they, the father’s hearts, are
turned to their children; and our hearts,
who are their children, are turned towards
them. And we begin to build Temples.
Some think this is a very foolish thing to
do. It does look like it to some, but not to
those who are informed. Why do we build
Temples? Because Elijah conferred certain
keys which he held upon Joseph Smith.
And when he laid his hands upon Elders
conferring on them the Holy Priesthood,
they carried the principles imparted by
Elijah to Joseph to you and to others, and
you received it without knowing it. And
by and by as the Church began to gather
together, we began to talk about build-
ing Temples in which to receive and to
administer ordinances which had been
revealed unto Joseph Smith, pertaining
to the interest of the living and the dead
and necessary to our salvation and ex-
altation in the kingdom of our God, as
well as for those for whom we administer.
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And we have not only talked about it, but
have done considerable in that direction.
For besides having one handsome struc-
ture in St. George, we are employing not
less than 500 men today who are engaged
in the same work in different parts of the
Territory. And we intend to go on with
this work; and while our Christian friends
look on and wonder what it all means,
we will carry on the work, for we know
what we are doing if they do not. As I
have remarked before in speaking on
this subject in other places, if we were to
turn over a Temple to them after we had
built and finished it, they would not know
what to do with it, for God has not com-
municated this knowledge to them; and
hence they could do no more than they
used to do when I was a boy, and which
I suppose they still do; that is, the min-
ister, if an Episcopalian, would appear
in a white surplice with a prayer book
in his hand, from which he would read
something like this: “We have erred and
strayed from Thy ways like lost sheep”—
which by the way, would be quite correct
(Laughter); “we have done those things
which we ought not to have done, and
left undone those things which we ought
to have done.” And if the minister were a
Methodist, he would be in favor of getting
up a great revival, to embrace each other
and invite each other to “come to Jesus,”
and call upon the mourners to come to the
mourner’s bench to be prayed for, and the
sum total of the whole would be, “Come
to Jesus.” Say some, “What shall I do to be
saved?” Says the Methodist, “Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ.” “Well, I do believe.”
“Well, continue to believe.” “But I do be-
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lieve.” “Well, continue to believe,” (Laugh-

5/26/20 6:46 PM



