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the blessing of the Almighty; and we need
to put our trust in him. If, for instance, I
was living here and was raising a family,
the first thing which I should do would
be to dedicate myself and my family, my
house and garden, my land, my cattle,
and everything I possessed to God, and
should ask his blessing upon them. Then
every morning when I arose I should kneel
down to supplicate his blessing upon me
and mine during the day, to preserve us
from evil influences, accidents and dan-
gers, and to otherwise bless our labors in
obtaining a livelihood. And then I would
pray for those who presided over me in the
Priesthood. Joseph Smith, upwards of for-
ty years ago, said to me: Brother Taylor,
you have received the Holy Ghost. Now
follow the influence of that Spirit, and it
will lead you into all truth, until by and
by, it will become in you a principle of
revelation. Then he told me never to arise
in the morning without bowing before the
Lord, and dedicating myself to him during
that day. Some people treat these things
lightly. I do not; because I know that
we derive our food, our raiment, and all
earthly as well as spiritual blessings from
the goodness of God our Heavenly Father.
I know, furthermore, that as President
of this Church I should not know how
to dictate if the Lord did not help me.
Should I desire people to yield to my
ideas? I have no ideas only as God gives
them to me; neither should you. Some
people are very persistent in having their
own way and carrying out their own pe-
culiar theories. I have no thoughts of that
kind, but I have a desire, when anything
comes along, to learn the will of God, and
then to do it, and to teach my brethren to
do it, that we may all grow up unto Christ

JOD Vol 22-LIVE.indd 314

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

our living head, that we may be acquainted
with correct principles and govern our-
selves accordingly: and if we have our tri-
als—why we are all tried. You see people
well off, such as I have referred to; they
have just as many trials as you have. They
may have nice houses, and have at their
command many comforts; but what of
that? Such things alone do not make
people happy. It is a mistaken notion that
wealth makes people happy. Cattle, sheep,
houses, possessions, would not bring you
happiness. The Scriptures tell us that
he that hath eternal life is rich: and the
Lord has told us to seek after the riches of
eternal life.

We are here occupying a peculiar po-
sition. The Lord has called us from the
nations of the earth, and he has restored
to us the everlasting Gospel, and that
Gospel is calculated to elevate us in time
and throughout eternity. Jesus, in speak-
ing to his disciples, called them his sheep;
and in praying to the Father in their be-
half, he said; “Thine they were, and thou
gavest them me. * * I pray not for the
world, but for them which thou hast
given me; for they are thine * * * Holy
Father, keep through thine own name
those whom thou has given me, that they
may be one, as we are.” That there may
be nothing but harmony and peace, and
the Spirit of the Lord, the spirit of intel-
ligence dwelling in all, that all may feel
to promote one another’s welfare, and all
try to enhance the happiness of the whole.
That is how Our Heavenly Father feels
towards us.

Through some remarks already made I
am reminded of my boyhood. At that early
period of my life I learned to approach God.
Many a time I have gone into the fields and
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