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affairs, and one who was tempted in all
points like unto us. He was tempted as we
are. I have seen men tempted so sorely that
finally they would say, “I'll be damned if
I'll stand it any longer.” Well, you will be
damned if you do not. So you had better
bear it; and go to the Lord and say, O God,
I am sorely tempted; Satan is trying to de-
stroy me, and things seem to be combined
against me. O Lord, help me! Deliver me
from the power and grasp of the devil. Let
thy Spirit descend upon me that I may be
enabled to surmount this temptation and
to ride above the vanities of this world.
This would be far better than giving way to
sin, and proving yourself unworthy of the
association of the good and pure.

I am reminded of Elijah. There was a
time in his life when we find him alone
in a solitary place. And it thundered and
lightened, but God was in neither. By and
by a still small voice whispered to him,
“What doest thou here, Elijah?” Elijah told
the Lord that they had digged down His
altars and slain His Prophets, and that he
only was left; and said he, they seek my life
also. This was a gloomy picture; it was a
sad story to tell the Lord. But God under-
stood the situation better than Elijah did;
and said he, I have reserved 7,000 men
who have not bowed the knee to Baal, in
whom are the principles of integrity and
honor. Abraham was tried, and so was Job.
Abraham was tried severely. He was told to
take his son Isaac, him that had been given
to him by promise, through whom all the
families of the earth were to be blessed.
Now, said he, Abraham, take thy son
and offer him as a sacrifice. Do you not
think that some would say, “I'll be damned
if I do.” Abraham did not stagger. He be-
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lieved that God had given him this son in
his old age, and that a great and glorious
promise had to be fulfilled through him,
and moreover if he was sacrificed God
was able to raise him from the dead. He
did not stagger through unbelief; but he
went in obedience to the command to of-
fer up his son. A great deal might be said,
but it would take too long to show what
Abraham expected. But he did expect
that his seed would inherit the Priesthood
through all subsequent time. And that is
the meaning of that saying, “In thee and
in thy seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed,” not cursed. Abraham,
through the spirit of prophecy, had gazed
upon his posterity as they should exist
through the various ages of time. And
among other things he saw the days of
Jesus, when he should come; and we
are told, he was glad. And after all this,
God told him to take the life of his son.
What, and thus prevent your posterity
from coming upon the earth as you be-
held it in vision? Yes, and in one stroke
of the knife blast all these glorious, these
blessed hopes. He approaches his son, and
says, Come, Isaac, come with me upon
this mount. And they went. “Now, let
us build an altar.” And they built an al-
tar. And the boy was heard to say, Father,
here is the wood, and here is the altar,
but where is the lamb for the burnt of-
fering? Says Abraham: The Lord will
provide the offering. Finally, the father,
choking, probably with the awfulness of
the moment, as his thoughts crowded
upon him, says, My son, thou art the one
that I have got to offer up. Then at last
he takes his son and lays him upon the
altar, and at the last moment he is seen

lifting the knife to slay the promised child,
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