
when they heard it. I remember well my 
own mother’s experience. I was a little 
boy sitting beside her the first time she 
saw an Elder. She had never heard of the 
Latter-day Saints or “Mormons,” she did 
not know that he was one; she did not 
even know that he was a professor of reli-
gion; but she had been waiting for some-
thing. My father and mother were both 
Episcopalians, but they had no faith in the 
system, it was cold and inanimate, there 
was nothing lifelike or godlike about it. 
When he left the house she said to me, 
“George, that is a man of God.” She had 
a testimony to that effect, although, as I 
have said, she did not know he was even 
a professor of religion. That Elder was 
President Taylor. And when he began to 
talk afterwards regarding the principles of 
the Gospel, she was ready to be baptized, 
for it was that for which she had been 
waiting, her heart was prepared for it, and 
there are thousands and thousands of such 
instances among the people called Latter-
day Saints. God prepared their hearts 
beforehand, and the Elders found them 
without much difficulty. It is true they 
had to labor and contend with others, but 
those who were the honest-hearted sons 
and daughters of God, who were willing 
to receive the truth, received it without 
much difficulty, as I have said. And it is 
a wonderful fact that in accordance with 
the scriptures God is gathering together a 
people to lay the foundation of this great 
work, concerning which all the Prophets 
have spoken. God has predicted through 
the mouths of his Holy Prophets—
and their words are to be found in 
the Bible—that in the last days there 
should be just such a work as that which 
we witness—that is, one of a city and  
two of a family being gathered together,

in order that there might be a representa-
tion of all the families and races of men 
upon the earth, to lay the foundation of 
this, the greatest work that has ever been 
established upon the face of the earth. 
And yet men talk of there being no evi-
dence in favor of “Mormonism.” They 
say, Where is the evidence of its divin-
ity? Where is the evidence that Joseph 
Smith was a Prophet of God? Show us 
a sign that we may see whether you are 
the people you profess to be? Why, here 
in these mountains is one of the greatest 
signs presented to all the inhabitants of 
the earth that ever was shown to man—
a system, an organization composed of 
people from every creed, and it may be 
said from every civilized creed, and from 
every civilized race, gathered together, 
dwelling in union and in love, and wor-
shipping God according to the laws 
which he has given with a oneness, with 
a union, with a love that is unexampled 
upon the face of the earth. Nowhere else 
can such a thing be found; and I often 
think when men talk about delusion, and 
about the shrewd leaders of this people, 
and that by the power of their shrewd-
ness and the strength of the imposture, 
they are able to hoodwink the people and 
to lead them astray, that it takes more  
faith to believe that theory than it does 
for the Latter-day Saints to believe the 
truth as we have received it. If this be im-
posture where is the truth? The Gospel of 
Christ was to produce union, its mission 
was to produce love, to destroy strife, 
to make men and women live together 
as brethren and sisters, and it has done 
so for us and it is doing so and it will 
do so more and more, and it will build 
up a system such as cannot be found on  
the face of the earth. And it is growing 
and increasing. It is like a little leaven,
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