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it; and so with these other vices to which

I have alluded. No one can be a Latter-

day Saint who practices these things. We

should be honest, we should be truthful,

our word should be like the words of the

Lord, that is, in our sphere. When a man

says a thing to his neighbor, he should

so live that his neighbor can have confi-

dence in him. When he makes a promise

that promise should be sacred, and if he

cannot fulfil it, let him explain the rea-

son so that confidence may be preserved.

When we borrow we should repay; When

we deal we should be upright in our deal-

ing. I would like it to be the case among

us that when a man has a horse to sell

that he will tell all he knows about it and

not endeavor to take advantage in any

shape or form. The same with a wagon,

a cow, a piece of land, or a house, or any-

thing else, that a man will tell what he

knows about these things, so that con-

fidence may be maintained. There are

some men of whom I have heard who

when they make a trade think that the

one with whom they trade ought to have

his own eyes open, and if he does not and

is taken advantage of because of his in-

experience or being too confiding, the one

who gets the bargain is not to blame, but

to be congratulated on his good luck. In-

deed there are some men who, if they can

take advantage in this way, would think

nothing of bowing down on their knees

and thanking God for having made so

good a bargain. Now, a man who calls

himself a Latter-day Saint, and will do

a thing of the kind, grieves the spirit of

the Lord. Again, if a man employs you

to do a piece of work, that work should

be well done whether he is there to see it

done or not. And when employers agree

to pay a certain price, or a certain kind of

pay they should abide by their agree-

ment. But there is a great deal of trick-

ery in such matters. Some people think

"I am a good trader; I can sell a horse

for more than it is worth; I have got an

old wagon, but my neighbor, who has

not my experience wants a wagon; I can

trade that poor wagon to him, I can get

a good price for it, and I shall thank God

if I can do so." I tell you such things are

very sinful, and are not from God. When

we, professing to be Latter-day Saints,

do such things, we grieve the Spirit of

God, and cause Satan to laugh. These

are practical duties. I would give more

for a Latter-day Saint who, if I employed

him to do me a job and he did it right,

than I would for a man who would of-

fer a long prayer and tell the Lord a

great many things that might be very

good, and did not do the work honestly.

I would rather have a man that was hon-

est in his dealings with his neighbor—

a man that if I wanted to buy a horse

I could go to him with the full assur-

ance that he would do the square thing

by me—than I would have a man who of-

fers very long prayers if he neglected this

other duty. I tell you that the Lord wants

works from the people and not profes-

sions. We have got lots of profession.

There are some men very sanctimonious,

and because they can pray well and are

looked upon as good Latter-day Saints,

they think they are privileged to take ad-

vantage of their neighbor. Now, I tell you

that we want a religion that is different

to this. We want a religion of honesty. If

I say a thing to a man I ought to live so

that he will believe every word I say. If I

sell him a piece of property, I should tell

him the truth about it, there should be

no concealment, no lying or allowing the

man to be deceived. It is on that account


