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that I despise this trading. Some men

live by trading, and in the long run some-

body is cheated in the community. There

are times, of course, when men can ex-

change property, and both parties be

benefited thereby. If one man has a piece

of property that another man wants, and

the other has a piece of property that

suits the first party, a mutual benefit

results from the exchange. There are

other instances of this kind which fre-

quently occur; but it should be done on

the square. Any man who takes advan-

tage in this direction cannot be a Latter-

day Saint, in truth and deed, and God

will hold him accountable for his con-

duct. Ours ought to be a religion of

works and not of profession. It should

be a religion that we can carry with us

in our every day work—a religion that

will make a man a better son, a better

brother, a better husband, a better fa-

ther than he would be without it, and I

would not give a fig for a religion that

did not have that effect. When I hear

men quarreling with their children, hus-

bands with their wives, wives with their

husbands, I say there is not much re-

ligion about that kind of work or con-

duct. A man who is not kind to his

wife needs some religion. A man who

is not kind to his children and to his

neighbors, needs some religion, and he

needs the religion of Jesus Christ. A man

who is indolent and neglects his duties,

needs more religion, the religion of Je-

sus Christ, to make him more industri-

ous. An indolent man cannot have much

of the Spirit of God about him; an un-

cleanly man, and certainly an impure

man, a dishonest man cannot have much

of it. When I hear a woman quarrel-

ing with her children and making the

house too hot for her husband—I rarely,

if ever, hear them, because I do not go

where they are, but I hear of them—I

think that woman needs religion. When

she loses patience, she should go to God

and ask for patience, that the power of

her religion may rest down upon her.

The great difficulty with us is: We

have a religion and do not seek for its

power, we do not dive to its depths, we

do not rise to its heights, we do not com-

prehend its beauties and blessings. We

go along without seeking after our God

and the power of our God, as we should

do. If we would devote a little time to

self-examination when we go to bed, re-

view the events of the day, see if our con-

duct has been such as God can approve

of, and as enables us to lie down with

a conscience void of offense towards God

and all men, we do well, and if we cannot

do that it is time to repent. If we have

wronged anybody, we should make it

right. And when something comes along

to cross us or disturb our equanimity, in-

stead of throwing out words that are like

daggers, lacerating the feelings of those

to whom they are addressed, we should

shut our mouths. Some people pride

themselves in what they call their frank-

ness and candor in this respect. I tell

you, I don't want such frankness around

me. I would rather a man would hold

his tongue and not indulge in such ex-

pressions as are hurtful to people's feel-

ings. We should so live that our exam-

ples as fathers and mothers will be wor-

thy of imitation by our children. You see

a brawling, boisterous, swearing man,

and his children will copy after him. You

see a man that is the opposite of that,

and his children will bear his example

in mind. If he is a prayerful man, his

children are likely to be prayerful also;

if he be honest and truthful and keeps

his word strictly, that lesson will not be


