THE SAINTS A PECULIAR PEOPLE, ETC.

lost upon his children. If I were a young
man and wanted to marry, [ would not
go to a house where there was continual
quarreling between the husband and wife
and children; I would not want to select a
wife from such a family; I would want to
go where peace reigns, the peace of God,
which every man, woman and child pos-
sess in their hearts and in their habitations.
That is our privilege. These are very simple
things, and yet nobody has gotten true re-
ligion who does not possess these gifts. We
may talk about our religion; we may boast
about it; we may tell about its gifts and
powers; we may tell about the manifesta-
tions we have had; but after all, the mar-
row of our religion lies in the performance
of those everyday duties, some of which I
have alluded to.

There is one thing that has struck me
as very remarkable about the Latter-day
Saints. God in the early day of this Church
told us that we should be a people that
should have peace, and he has given unto
us a revelation which says, that “it shall
come to pass among the wicked, that every
man that will not take the sword against
his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for
safety.” Now that day will come just as sure
as God has spoken, and we of all people on
the face of the earth ought to be a peaceful
people in view of this promise—no quar-
reling, no seeking to injure each other, no
doing violence to one another. I have heard
of men threatening to do something which
would involve the shedding of blood if
certain things were done to them. Why,
it is a most horrible thought, for there is
no salvation for the murderer. There is
no people on this broad continent who
cherish the Constitution of the United
States as a sacred instrument anymore, or
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as much as do the Latter-day Saints in these
mountains. Believing it as we do to be in-
spired of God, and given for an express
purpose, of course we attach a great deal
of reverence to that instrument. We do not
always pay reverence to officials, because
of their maladministration of the laws; but
the instrument itself, and the form of gov-
ernment we live under, we think is equaled
by none upon the face of this broad earth;
we think it is the greatest form of govern-
ment, the freest, the most liberal, the best
adapted for men and women, that ever was
instituted by man among men. This we
hold in our hearts, in our heart of hearts,
concerning this government. But then a
great many people are not suited because
we take the liberty of criticizing certain of-
ficials. There have been a good many who
have trampled upon the principles of the
Constitution; but these outrageous acts,
even against a people such as we are, do
not affect the instrument, the fabric or the
genius of our institutions, and on this ac-
count we are truly loyal. When the South
raised the flag of rebellion, there was no
well informed Latter-day Saint who could
approve in his heart of such conduct,
however much we might have expected
it, Joseph Smith having predicted, nearly
thirty years before the rebellion broke
out, that it would occur—however much
this might be the case there was nothing
connected with the principle of secession
or rebellion that met with the approval
of the Latter-day Saints. And it is a re-
markable fact that God, through the acts
of our enemies, caused us to be placed
in a position where, in the war of the
rebellion, we should not be compelled
to shed the blood of our fellow men.
Had we remained in New York, where
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