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passed before me. I saw the sun dark-

ened; I saw the moon become as blood;

I saw the stars fall from heaven; I saw

seven golden lamps set in the heavens,

representing the various dispensations

of God to man—a sign that would ap-

pear before the coming of Christ. I saw

the resurrection of the dead. In the first

resurrection those that came forth from

their graves seemed to be all dressed

alike, but in the second resurrection they

were as diverse in their dress as this con-

gregation is before me today, and if I had

been an artist I could have painted the

whole scene as it was impressed uponmy

mind, more indelibly fixed than anything

I had ever seen with the natural eye.

What does this mean? It was a testimony

of the resurrection of the dead. I had a

testimony. I believe in the resurrection

of the dead, and I know it is a true prin-

ciple. Thus we may have dreams about

things of great importance, and dreams

of no importance at all. The Lord warned

Joseph in a dream to take the young

child Jesus and his mother into Egypt,

and thus he was saved from the wrath

of Herod. Hence there are a great many

things taught us in dreams that are true,

and if a man has the spirit of God he

can tell the difference between what is

from the Lord and what is not. And I

want to say to my brethren and sisters,

that whenever you have a dream that

you feel is from the Lord, pay attention

to it. When I was in the City of London

on one occasion, with Brother George A.

Smith, I dreamt that my wife came to

me and told me that our first child had

died. I believed my dream, and in the

morning while at breakfast, I felt some-

what sad. Brother George A. noticed this

and I told him my dream. Next morn-

ing's post brought me a letter from my

wife, conveying the intelligence of the

death of my child. It may be asked what

use there was in such a thing. I don't

know that there was much use in it ex-

cept to prepare my mind for the news of

the death of my child. But what I wanted

to say in regard to these matters is, that

the Lord does communicate some things

of importance to the children of men by

means of visions and dreams as well as

by the records of divine truth. And what

is it all for? It is to teach us a principle.

We may never see anything take place

exactly as we see it in a dream or a vi-

sion, yet it is intended to teach us a prin-

ciple. My dream gave me a strong testi-

mony of the resurrection. I am satisfied,

always have been, in regard to the res-

urrection. I rejoice in it. The way was

opened unto us by the blood of the Son of

God.

Now, having said so much on that

subject, I want to say to my brethren

and sisters, that we are placed upon the

earth to build up Zion, to build up the

kingdom of God. The greater proportion

of the male members of Zion, who have

arrived at the years of early manhood,

bear some portion of the Holy Priest-

hood. Here is a kingdom of Priests raised

up by the power of God to take hold and

build up the kingdom of God. The same

Priesthood exists on the other side of the

veil. Every man who is faithful in his

quorum here will join his quorum there.

When a man dies and his body is laid

in the tomb, he does not lose his posi-

tion. The Prophet Joseph Smith held the

keys of this dispensation on this side of

the veil, and he will hold them through-

out the countless ages of eternity. He

went into the spirit world to unlock the

prison doors and to preach the Gos-


