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at things in the light which we do. But

there are principles associated with the

Gospel of the Son of God, which reach be-

yond this life into that which is to come;

and we are simply here acting and op-

erating in a state of probation. And if

we act well our part here, the principles

of the Gospel will place us in a position

whereby we shall be enabled to act well

our part in another world, and in an-

other state of existence.

We occupy a peculiar position before

the Lord. God is our Heavenly Father;

and we are told that he is the God of

the spirits of all flesh. We are told more-

over that when men leave this earth, the

spirit returns to God who gave it. And

if we are faithfully performing our part,

and attending to the duties and responsi-

bilities which devolve upon us, as Saints

of the Most High, then we shall be in a

position whereby we shall have a right

and a claim upon an inheritance that is

incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth

not away, reserved in the heavens for us.

But we are here subject to the trials and

vicissitudes pertaining to humanity, to

prepare us for this inheritance referred

to. And if we are faithful and diligent, as

has been referred to by Brother Lyman,

in regard to the various duties and re-

sponsibilities of life, we shall have a le-

gitimate claim to the blessings that the

good and the faithful expect to enjoy. But

if we do not conduct ourselves aright, if

we do not fulfil the requirements which

the Lord makes of us, if we do not obey

the commandments of Jehovah, we shall

have no claim upon those promises that

are made to the righteous, to those who

fulfil His laws and keep His command-

ments. This is the way that I look at

these things. Hence we are called to

occupy a peculiar position in the world.

We have had a great many precious

things revealed unto us, many of which

have been hid from the minds of men

from the foundation of the world. We

are placed in a position to operate with

God our Heavenly Father in the inter-

ests of humanity. He has selected, called

and chosen us for this purpose. He has

revealed Himself from the heavens. He

has introduced the holy Priesthood, and

conferred upon men power and author-

ity to operate in his name, to act under

his guidance, to be his mouthpieces to

declare his will and to make known his

designs to the human family. For this

purpose men thus endowed and clothed

have been sent forth to the nations of

the earth, and are now being sent forth

to spread that light, truth and intelli-

gence which God has seen fit to reveal

to the human family for their good, for

their blessing, and for their exaltation

in time and throughout the eternities

that are to come. For this purpose he

has imparted the Holy Ghost, and the

light of revelation, confirming the testi-

mony of his servants in their ministra-

tions among the children of men. For

this purpose he has gathered us together

as we are here today, and as the Saints

are gathered in other parts of this Terri-

tory, and in other Territories, that whilst

we are pursuing the natural avocations

of life, we might at the same time be

taught and instructed of God, that we

might learn the laws of life; that we

might comprehend the object of our be-

ing and existence, and that we might in

time learn to comprehend God the Eter-

nal Father, and his purposes and de-

signs in relation to mankind; that we

might be purified from the corruptions

and infamies that exist in the world,

and that our spirits might be purged


