
from everything that tends to deteriorate, 
injure or destroy man; and that we might 
be enabled to comprehend those principles 
which are calculated to elevate, to exalt and 
ennoble mankind, and to prepare them for 
the enjoyment of a place among the Gods 
in the eternal worlds. For this purpose he 
has organized the Church of Jesus Christ 
and the kingdom of God, and revealed his 
law and his purposes to his Saints. For this 
purpose he has taught us of things per-
taining to the future, having drawn aside 
the veil of the invisible world, and made 
known his purposes to his people, and 
taught us how to become saviors upon 
Mount Zion, that we may fulfil our destiny 
upon the earth, and accomplish the pur-
poses of God, and carry out his design and 
will in sending us here upon the earth; that 
those principles which exist in the heavens 
and operate among the Gods may be com-
municated to man, and that we may be 
enabled to present them in all purity and 
in all their beauty, glory and grandeur, and 
that we may learn to save ourselves and 
then to save others. For this purpose we are 
building our Temples and, as they are be-
ing built, operate in them, that we may be 
one with God, and one with the ancient 
Patriarchs and Prophets and Apostles and 
men of God. And that while God our 
Heavenly Father and the holy angels and 
men of God who have lived in the different 
ages, who have been clothed upon with the 
Holy Priesthood, and admitted to com-
munion with God, and have fulfilled their 
destiny upon the earth—are operating in 
the heavens with God our Heavenly Father 
for the accomplishment of his purposes 
pertaining to things upon the earth as 
well as to things in the heavens; it is for us

to perform our parts and fulfil our duties 
and magnify our callings and Priesthood, 
and be one with them in the objects which 
they have in view pertaining to the welfare 
and exaltation of the Saints, the blessing of 
humanity and the salvation of the living 
and the dead, according to the foreknowl-
edge and the eternal purposes of God re-
lating thereunto. And we are here for that 
purpose.

We are here to establish the Church 
of God, that there may be a people who 
shall enjoy the right to serve him upon the 
earth in a manner acceptable to him. We 
are here to establish the kingdom of God, 
that his government and rule and that an 
intelligent and comprehensive liberty and 
freedom may prevail among men and the 
peoples of the earth as they exist in heaven, 
and that we may be under the tuition and 
direction of our Heavenly Father, that his 
will may be done on earth as it is done in 
the heavens, and then be enabled to com-
municate these principles to our brethren 
and to the world.

These are some of the thoughts that pass 
through our minds when we read the word 
of God, and are in communion with him, 
when the Spirit of light, life, intelligence, 
and revelation rests upon us, and when 
the heavens and purposes of God are un-
folded to our view. These, I say, are some 
of the thoughts that naturally flow through 
our minds. And talking about making new 
covenants on this the first of the year, why 
No! No! We do not wish to serve God by 
fits and starts, but to make his service and 
the obedience to his laws as the business 
of our lives. We love, reverence and serve  
God, because he loves us, and blesses and 
benefits us and acts as a kind and beneficent 
father to us. We have already entered into
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