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If, however, our young men or any of the

older ones should be found violating the

laws of the land, let them be punished

as the laws direct, it does not matter

whose sons they are, or who they may be.

If you should find any of mine doing it,

bring them up and straighten them out,

and let the penalty of the law be inflicted

for their evil, pernicious practices; and if

it be anybody else's sons or fathers, do

the same with them. And let us guard

jealously the principles of virtue, sobri-

ety and purity, by disfellowshipping and

purging from us those who dishonor and

trample them under foot. And let us be

for God and for Zion, for truth and for

righteousness; for we cannot drag the

contaminated and corrupt into heaven,

such are not wanted there; and I do not

want to introduce them there whether

they are my sons or the sons of anybody

else. The Scripture says: "Whatsoever

a man soweth, that shall he reap. For

he that soweth to his flesh shall of the

flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth

to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life

everlasting." Now, it is for us to choose

what course we will pursue. I do not sup-

pose that I am talking to any of these

drunkards, they generally do not come to

meeting; they would rather have a bottle

with them at home, or meet in grog shops

or other places where the debased and

contaminated are wont to assemble. And

it is proper they should seek their own

company, for we do not want them here.

We want men who are Saints from prin-

ciple, men who love God, who keep his

commandments, men who are pure and

virtuous, men who are seeking to glorify

God through obedience to his laws, and

men who do these things because they

love to do them. We do not wish to see

anything approaching coercion in deal-

ing with persons, but we wish them to

understand that we will not any longer

be disgraced by their infamies.

As has been referred to, we have en-

tered into covenant with God, and it is

only on the condition of our keeping our

covenants inviolate that we shall be en-

titled to the exceedingly great and pre-

cious promises which he has made to us.

And he does expect us to be true to him:

he expects it of me; he expects it of my

brethren associated with me as Coun-

selors; he expects it of the Twelve; he ex-

pects it of the Presidents of Stakes; he

expects it of the Bishops; he expects it of

the High Councilors; he expects it of the

High Priests, of the Seventies and the El-

ders, and of all Israel. He expects us all

to be men of God, with clean hands and

pure hearts, seeking to magnify our call-

ing and to honor our God. Let us do this,

and all will be right with us; and those

who do not wish to do this, let them step

on one side. And while we would avoid

anything like harshness or precipitancy,

and treat all men with forbearance and

kindness, and bear, to a reasonable ex-

tent, with the weaknesses and infirmi-

ties of men, wemust deal with transgres-

sors for their fellowship, and cut them off

from the Church. We must have people

who will serve God and keep his com-

mandments. And then we can go to

God our Heavenly Father when our ene-

mies conspire against us, and plead with

him for protection; and he will take care

of Israel and maintain and sustain his

saints. But if we fellowship evil and iniq-

uity, crime and corruption, infamies and

drunkenness, debauchery and lascivi-

ousness, and all the evils of the Chris-

tian world—if we do this we need not


