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we believe in Prophets, Apostles, and the

gifts and graces of the Gospel; it is be-

cause we preach faith, repentance, bap-

tism for the remission of sins, the re-

ception of the Holy Ghost by the laying

on of hands; it is because the Church

is organized with Prophets, Apostles,

Priests, Teachers, Deacons, etc., accord-

ing to the ancient order of things. This

does not agree with the feelings of the

sectarian world, therefore they are op-

posed to us. "But," says one, "it is your

polygamy that has created so much trou-

ble with you 'Mormons.'" Oh, indeed, is

it? I will ask, where was polygamy when

we were driven from Kirtland and Far

West, from Jackson, Van Buren, Clay

and Davis Counties, Mo., from Nauvoo,

etc., to other places, men and women

put to death, houses burned, etc? We

suffered more persecution then than we

have ever suffered, ten times over, since

polygamywas revealed and advocated by

the Elders of Israel. What was the mat-

ter then? "Oh, you believe in revela-

tion, you believe in Prophets and Apos-

tles. We cannot stand this—you have

got to give up that belief, and if you

don't we will destroy you, put you to

death, etc." The feeling among the peo-

ple of the United States then was that

if they could only put to death the lead-

ers of the Church, that that would be the

end of "Mormonism." So they thought in

putting to death Jesus of Nazareth, that

that would be the end of his teachings in

that land. But lo and behold! when they

put to death Joseph and Hyrum, they did

not kill "Mormonism," they did not kill

faith in God, they did not kill hope and

charity, they did not do away with the

ordinances of the house of God, nor the

power of the Holy Priesthood. The God

of heaven had ordained these things; he

had ordained men under the hands of

Peter, James and John, who held the

keys of the kingdom of God in the eter-

nal worlds, and that Priesthood and the

keys thereof was to remain on the earth

forever. It is beyond the power of man to

destroy it. I want the Latter-day Saints

to understand this: "Fear not them," said

the Savior "which kill the body, but are

not able to destroy the soul; but rather

fear him which is able to destroy both

soul and body in hell." The purposes of

the Lord must be fulfilled. There is not

one jot or tittle of the Old Book that the

sectarian world believe in but will be ful-

filled. The same with regard to the Book

of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants.

The opposition of the world cannot stay

the progress of this work. Some men

are trying to do so all the time. I dis-

like to refer to individuals, but I have

read lately of a Mr. Talmage, who seems

to be in a terrible torment about the

"Mormons," and is forever pouring out

his wrath and indignation against them.

Now, I just want to say that if we had

a thousand million Talmage's, and they

were to spend every breath they had,

they could no more stay the hand of the

Almighty in the rolling forth of this work

than they could stop the wind from blow-

ing. Why? Because God Almighty holds

in His hands the destiny of this people,

and of all nations, and this generation

will yet realize that it is a fearful thing to

fall into the hands of the living God. "No

weapon that is formed against thee shall

prosper; and every tongue that shall rise

against thee in judgment thou shalt con-

demn," saith Isaiah, and I know he was

a Prophet.

Now, so far as I am concerned, I

want to say to my friends, and to

all peoples, I have no fears with re-


