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Germany, preaching the Gospel to the
inhabitants of those respective countries,
neither of whom, therefore, the sons nor
the husband, can be present to pay their
last respects to their noble mother and
companion.

On such occasions when mourning
the loss of our departed friends, I cannot
help but think that in every death there is
a birth: the spirit leaves the body dead to
us, and passes to the other side of the veil
alive to that great and noble company that
are also working for the accomplishment
of the purposes of God, in the redemption
and salvation of a fallen world. And the
spirit of this our deceased Sister, has gone
to mingle with her little ones who have
gone before her, and with her father and
mother and her other family relations, and
with her many friends who, like her, have
wrestled with life and the struggles and
troubles thereof, have overcome and gone
home. All is well with Sister Cannon. She
is satisfied with her condition today. I feel
with regard to her as I have always felt with
regard to faithful Latter-day Saints, when
they have finished their work and gone be-
hind the veil that there are none of them
that would return to their earthly bodies if
they had the opportunity.

In making remarks at funerals, which
I have often been called upon to do, I
have taken the liberty of speaking plain-
ly my feelings with regard to the dead.
And T will say here, when I see a man or
a woman, a true and faithful Latter-day
Saint pass away, I do not feel in my heart
to mourn. Why should we mourn for the
woman whose remains lie before us? She
has been true and faithful to the sacred
and holy covenants that she entered into
with God her heavenly Father; she has
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received those ordinances in the house of
God that will prepare her to go into the
presence of the best men and women that
have lived upon the earth; she has left a
noble posterity to bear her name and to
bear record of and to emulate her example;
she is freed from pain and suffering and
the anxieties of life, and is now beyond the
power of the enemy of all righteousness;
she has opened her eyes in the spirit world,
among her relatives and friends and her
own little ones, whose death caused her
grief and pain; she has gone to enjoy the
society of those who have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb, and to inherit the blessings
and glory of eternal life. No, I cannot feel
to mourn for her. It is hard, of course,
to part with our friends; but after all it is
with regard to them, as one of old said. “It
is better to go to the house of mourning,
than the house of feasting.” It is natural for
us to give expression to our feelings in tears
in laying away the bodies of our beloved
friends, and there is a degree to which we
may go which is proper and right; but
there are extremes which are often in-
dulged in, which is neither proper nor right
for Latter-day Saints to copy after. Here,
however, as I have said, we have nothing
to mourn about as far as Sister Cannon is
concerned.

When I say that I have never felt to
mourn for any faithful man or woman
who has died in this Church, I must make
one exception; I did feel to mourn, and so
did all Israel, the death of our martyred
Prophet and Patriarch, Joseph and Hyrum
Smith. But we did not mourn on account
of them personally, for they had passed
through all that any martyr ever did or
could, but we felt to mourn their loss to the
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