FUNERAL DISCOURSE

Church as our leaders, to whom we had
learned to look for counsel and advice in
every hour of trouble and trial, although
there is something very dreadful in the
thought of assassinating men, whether they
be Prophets or Apostles, or whether they
be emperors or presidents. With that ex-
ception I have not felt to mourn for any
faithful person who has gathered up his
feet and gone to sleep with the fathers. I
have felt rather, that they have gained a vic-
tory which but few of the human family
have gained in their day and generation.
For you will find, my brethren and sisters,
there are but a very few comparatively, ei-
ther male or female, who have had inde-
pendence of mind enough, as well as hon-
esty of heart sufficient to receive the Gospel
of Christ. It takes independence of mind,
honesty of heart, faith in God, and firm-
ness of character to live the life of a Latter-
day Saint, in the face of a frowning world,
and in the midst of trials and troubles and
persecution.

The spirit of Sister Cannon has left
us; her body is here awaiting the purify-
ing changes it must undergo in mother
earth. But whether her spirit is pres-
ent witnessing these funeral services, or
whether she, on opening her eyes in the
spirit world, would say, “I leave my body
for my friends to bury, I must enter upon
my mission,” that is something we are
not able to speak definitely about. God
not having revealed it unto us. But this
we do know, she is all right, because she
was thoroughly prepared for the change
that awaited her; and she has gone to do
all that she can for those of her kindred
and friends that are to follow. And what
more can you say? We are left, and we are
doing for Sister Cannon what our friends,
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sooner or later, will be doing for us. It will
not be very long before Brother Cannon
and also the children and friends of the
deceased who remain will join her in the
spirit world, if it is not until the coming
of Christ. This admonition comes home
forcibly to the living, “Be ye also ready.”
And it applies to us all. And it is for us as
parents and Elders of Israel to labor in the
cause of God, while we are permitted to
tarry; living up to the light and knowledge
that we have been blessed with. For there
is a time appointed unto all men; and He
takes away many according to the counsels
of His own will. He takes whom He will
take, and spares whom he will spare for a
wise purpose in Himself. These things are
according to the purposes and ordinances
of God to man. Some labor this side of the
veil, others on the other side of the veil.
If we tarry here we expect to labor in the
cause of salvation, and if we go hence we
expect to continue our work until the com-
ing of the Son of Man. The only difference
is, while we are here we are subject to pain
and sorrow, while they on the other side are
free from affliction of every kind.

I pray God to comfort the heart of
Brother Cannon, in this his sad bereave-
ment, and to sustain him by the power of
His Spirit; and I pray that his wives and
children may be blessed and preserved in
the truth, that at last he and they, together
with this his companion, whose voice is
now hushed in death, may come forth in
the morning of the first resurrection, and
stand in their family organization clothed
with glory, immortality and eternal lives,
to join with the redeemed and sanctified in
exclaiming:

“O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory?”
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