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has been asked, "do you mean to say that

we do not have the Gospel? that we do

not have churches organized by the will

of heaven? that the Christian religion

as believed and practiced by us is not

divine?" These queries have often been

propounded to the Elders of this Church

when they have testified that God has re-

stored through the ministration of holy

angels the everlasting gospel in its orig-

inal purity. There has been but one an-

swer to these queries; that if the Church

of Christ existed in its original purity

upon the earth, then which out of the

numerous sects was that Church? How

shall we distinguish it? Hundreds of

sects exist upon the earth that profess

to be the Church of Christ. The min-

isters of these various sects claim that

they are the ministers of Jesus Christ,

yet in many instances contend concern-

ing doctrine, concerning methods of Sal-

vation, concerning ordinances concern-

ing many matters that in the mind of the

greatmajority are deemed essential unto

salvation. For instance, there are Chris-

tian churches today which believe in at

least three forms of baptism. Now Paul

has expressly declared that there is one

Lord, one faith, and one baptism. Yet,

as I have said, there are churches which

are considered orthodox in christendom,

that have three different forms of bap-

tism. One believes in sprinkling, another

in pouring, and another in immersion.

And they differ as to the methods of im-

mersion and the preparatory steps to be

taken before being immersed, and before

being sprinkled, and so with almost ev-

ery cardinal doctrine of the Christian re-

ligion. There being this diversity, a man

with the Bible in his hand going forth in

the midst of the Christian sects with an

anxious desire to know which is of God,

would be puzzled beyond expression to

find out which of the various churches

laying claim to being divine, and to be-

ing the authentic church of Christ, was

the true church. He, if he could not ob-

tain knowledge from God, or some com-

munication that would satisfy his mind,

would be compelled to give up in despair,

or to content himself with the idea that

he would join that which suited him best

and risk the consequences, hoping that

he would fall into the hands of a merciful

God. It is on this account that the Elders

of this Church have constantly testified

that there was a necessity for divine rev-

elation; that in these days, God being the

same yesterday, today and forever, those

who sought unto Him to obtain knowl-

edge from Him in the proper way, could

obtain that knowledge, and could receive

some communication that would satisfy

them as to the course which they should

take.

The Church of Christ—which is

called the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints—has been organized

as we testify according to the original

pattern, with Apostles and Prophets,

with Evangelists, with Pastors and

Teachers, and the various officers that

were contained in the ancient church,

having all the essential features of the

primitive church. But not this alone.

The Gospel as taught is claimed to be

the same Gospel in every particular as

was preached by the Savior while upon

the earth, and committed by him to

his Apostles to declare unto all nations;

the same doctrine, the same ordinances,

the same gifts and the same blessings.

The Latter-day Saints are distinct from

all other denominations which claim to

be Christian in this respect: that they


