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claim that if they obey the same form

of doctrine that was taught by the ser-

vants of God anciently, and have the or-

dinances administered by those having

authority from heaven, that the same re-

sults will follow, that the same gifts, the

same blessings, the same supernatural

manifestations will attend the believers

in those doctrines today that attended

believers in ancient days. Numerous

testimonies have been borne that these

have been the results. In every land

where the Elders of this Church have

gone to preach the Gospel, hundreds

have embraced it, and after having em-

braced it have testified that they have re-

ceived the gifts as promised by the Sav-

ior, and as promised also by those who

have gone forth to declare this Gospel.

I suppose that when these declarations

have been made thousands of persons

have said—"If this be true, and if the

supernatural gifts that Jesus promised

unto his disciples follow the preaching

of your Gospel, or that which you call

'Mormonism,' then why cannot you give

us a sign, that we may see for ourselves

and be convinced that it is divine?" This

is a very easy way of appealing to the

Elders and, as many believe, of cutting

them off from any further statement re-

specting their claims until they show a

sign. But those who ask this forget that

Jesus himself gave no signs to convince

unbelievers. When applied to himself to

give a sign, he said it was a wicked and

an adulterous generation that sought for

a sign, and no sign should be given

them. And on one occasion, when he

visited a certain place, it is recorded

of him that he did no miracle because

of the unbelief of the people. Now it

would seem that if signs had to be given

to convince the people that would have

been the best place Jesus could have la-

bored, a place where unbelief was most

prevalent, and when he himself was ap-

pealed to. But he refused to do so.

He did not come for the purpose of giv-

ing men signs. They were told in the

Scriptures that "these signs shall follow

them that believe," they should not come

to convince men and to make them be-

lieve. Now in this respect the Latter-

day Saints have had considerable expe-

rience. We know very well that the Lord

has not given signs for any such pur-

pose, and yet I suppose in this congre-

gation, were liberty given to speak and

to bear testimony, there are hundreds

and perhaps thousands under the shade

of this roof who would testify that they

have seen the mighty power of God fol-

low the administration of the ordinances

of this Church. But I think myself that

God has given unto us greater evidences

and more convincing than the working

of miracles. In these days when there

are so many materialists, as they are

called, when the senses of men are ap-

pealed to, to convince them of super-

natural power, it seems to me that this

is about one of the weakest evidences

that could be brought forward to estab-

lish the divinity of the work. If men

were to work miracles before me, to con-

vince me of the truth of any system, I

could not be convinced by any such ev-

idence. My mind is of such a charac-

ter that I could not accept miracles as

evidence of the divinity of the system

with which the men were connected who

worked these wonderful powers. In fact

we are told in the Scriptures, that the

day would come when miracles should

be wrought by false prophets, and men

would be deceived by false evidence of

this character. It is an easy thing to de-

ceive the senses, we see it every time our


