
Utah because it abounds in agricultural 
resources; who have not come to Utah 
because it is a healthy climate, or because 
of some advantages of this character. If we 
visit the settlements in Idaho, and con-
verse with the people who live in these 
settlements, and travel from there through 
Utah, down into Arizona, and converse 
with the people in their settlements and 
ask them the motive that prompted them 
to come to this land—why are you here? 
Why did you leave your former homes? 
Some of you are eastern people, some 
southern, some western, some from the 
middle States, some from the various 
countries of Europe, some from far-off 
Australia and New Zealand, and some even 
from Africa and from the East Indies—you 
ask these people why did you come here? 
What motive had you in view when you 
came to Utah to settle? And the universal 
reply would be from every adult member 
of this Church, “I came here because I be-
lieved it was the will of God I should do 
so. I was prompted by a feeling I could not 
resist to leave my former home, to dissolve 
my connection with my kindred, to break 
my old associations and to travel and cast 
my lot with the Latter-day Saints.” This 
would be the universal response if the 
people were interrogated upon this point. 
Some have left pleasant homes, which 
before hearing and obeying the Gospel 
they never expected to leave, it was a mat-
ter they had not contemplated. Now to 
my mind, my brethren and sisters, this 
is one of the most remarkable features of 
this work to see a people moved upon as 
this people have been in various lands, 
all taking up their line of march and  
gathering together into one place. As I 
have said, we fail to see anything in his-

tory that corresponds with it. In the days 
of the Apostles, such a doctrine was not 
taught. The Apostles built up branches of 
the Church in various places where they 
could get opportunity. They baptized the 
people and organized them and left them, 
and they were overcome in time. There 
was no gathering place. It was so in previ-
ous ages. But in these days, in conformity 
as I firmly believe, and as the most of you 
doubtless believe—in conformity with the 
prediction that I have read, the prediction 
of Isaiah, and in conformity with the pre-
diction of the Apostle John, when he said 
there should be another voice calling upon 
the people to come out from Babylon—in 
conformity with these predictions these 
things have been accomplished. Now if I 
were to ask you, could I or could any other 
man induce you by any human reasoning 
to have done this unless you yourselves 
had been moved upon? I know very well 
what your response would be. You would 
say that it would be impossible for any hu-
man influence to have operated upon your 
minds to have brought this about. You are 
witnesses in this respect of the power of 
God upon you. You know whether it was 
the inducements held out by the Elders; 
you know whether it was the preaching 
of the Elders, whether it was the argu-
ments of the Elders, or whether it was any 
other influence of this character that op-
erated upon your mind in this matter. If 
the thousands that are numbered in this 
Church had the opportunity of testify-
ing, they would say, “I was moved upon 
by a power that I could not resist. I had 
enjoyed the society of my friends, I had  
intended to live with them all my life be-
fore I heard this Gospel; but when I heard 
it a greater love sprang up in my heart
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