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than I had ever before known. The love

of kindred became feeble as compared

with it. I felt as though I could not

be happy away from the society of those

who believe as I believe and who had em-

braced the same truths that I had em-

braced. I therefore dissolved my con-

nection with my kindred. I bade them

farewell, and I went forth a stranger

to cast my lot among a strange peo-

ple whom I had learned to love be-

cause I had received the same spirit

that they possessed." And we all know—

every one who has had any experience

in this Church—how strong that feeling

is. Why, to keep the Latter-day Saints

from gathering together you would have

to put them in dungeons, you would

have to deprive them of their liberty.

The most powerful magnet never at-

tracted towards it a substance for which

it had affinity with any greater influence

than this Gospel has attracted the peo-

ple who comprise the Church. I look

upon it as I have said, as one of the

most remarkable phenomena connected

with the latter days that we behold any-

where among the human family at the

present time. It is a most wonderful

spectacle. Here are people of almost ev-

ery nationality known to Christendom,

people speaking almost every variety of

language—that is, the language of ev-

ery Christian nation—not trained alike,

not educated in the same schools, not

brought up in the same religion, with

varied traditions, and varied knowledge,

yet they are drawn from the various na-

tions of the earth, into one place impelled

by one common impulse; for it is not

the least remarkable fact connected with

this that those who come from every land

seem to possess the same influence. I

have had the opportunity myself, at least

on one occasion, of seeing nine different

nationalities leaving Europe on board

one ship. They sang songs composed

of the same truths in their various lan-

guages, all bore the same testimony, all

were moved upon by the same influence,

and all dwelt together as if they were of

one family. Now, it might be supposed

that people coming from various nations

would be hard to control, would be quar-

reling, would have feelings of national

jealousy, and that strife and contention

would grow up amongst them. But the

contrary is the case. Someone may say

that this is brought about by the influ-

ence of the "Mormon" leaders; "You 'Mor-

mons,'" says one, "have shrewd leaders;

Joseph Smith was a shrewd man, a man

of wonderfulmagnetic power, as also was

Brigham Young." But Joseph Smith and

Brigham Young are dead. Yet it is said

that the leaders are shrewd men still,

and that they control and influence the

people. What a wonderful thing! What a

wonderful power that men by delusion—

for it is said to be a delusion—can ac-

complish such great works without the

aid of truth and light and intelligence!

Let any number of intelligent men with

all the advantages that they may pos-

sess attempt to do what the ignorant,

unlearned Latter-day Saints have done;

let any body of men in Christendom go to

and attempt to establish such an organi-

zation as we witness in Utah Territory,

and what will be the result? If any doubt

this let them try it. Let any sect try it.

Take the best and most enlightened, the

most powerful church that contains the

greatest purity and the greatest truth—

let them attempt to do anything like

what has been done by these unlearned,

illiterate, ignorant "impostors," as


