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they are called, and see what the re-

sult will be. Let the Catholics, the Epis-

copalians, the Presbyterians, the Bap-

tists, the Methodists, or any other de-

nomination, or let any combination of

scientific men attempt anything of the

kind, and see what the result will be.

For fifty years the Elders of this Church

have been preaching the Gospel. We

have traversed the whole of the United

States and the Canadas, and nearly all

the nations of Europe, and this people

have been gathered out from these na-

tions, and there is no failure connected

with the labor. Men have apostatized,

as we see; they have denied the faith;

men and women have left the Church,

and they have used all their influence

against the Church, yet the work is still

onward, and every hour has brought ac-

quisitions from abroad. Wherever the

Elders have gone to preach this Gospel

they have found men and women who

were willing to receive the truth and re-

joice in it, and to cast their lot with the

people of God and to endure all the con-

sequences attached thereto. Now, until

there can be something of a similar char-

acter to this accomplished, I think that

men ought to be careful about charging

the Latter-day Saints with being impos-

tors, and this work as being the work of

imposture; unless there is found some-

thing that is parallel to it, unless there

is a power exhibited by somebody else

that is equivalent to it, or at least will

bear comparison with it, I think men and

women should be modest in their state-

ment that it is all a delusion and hum-

bug. You, my brethren and sisters, know

very well it is no such thing. You know

that no body of men could have con-

vinced you by their human power to have

done what you have done, and no human

power could have blended the people into

one, as they are throughout all these val-

leys.

There is one thing that distinguishes

the Latter-day Saints from every other

people that I know anything about—and

I have traveled considerably—and that

is, they love one another. It is not in

name, it is not a profession of love, but

they fire a people that love another so

strongly that they are willing to die for

each other if it is necessary, and it is that

deep and abiding love that binds them

in union. Travel among the "Mormons"

wherever you will, north or south, east

or west, at home or abroad, in the United

States or in foreign lands, this love is a

distinguishing characteristic of the peo-

ple, you behold it everywhere. Men may

never have beheld each other's faces and

yet they will love one another, and it is

a love that is greater than the love of

woman. It exceeds any sexual love that

can be conceived of, and it is this love

that has bound the people together. It

has been a cement that all the perse-

cution, all the tribulation and all kinds

of trial could not dissolve or break; and

the extraordinary feature of it all is, as

I have said, that this people who are

thus bound together are not a people of

one township, not a people of one na-

tion, not a people of one language, but

they are as diverse as it is possible to get

the human family to be. It would not

be so strange if all were Americans, or

all eastern men, born in New England,

brought up with the traditions of New

England; it would not be so strange if all

were men of the middle States, or of the

northern States or of the western States.

But who is there that asks among the

"Mormons" or Latter-day Saints as to

a man's nationality? Who is it asks

where a man or woman came from?


