
all this? Why, this work will go on. This 
work which the world call “Mormonism,” 
but which I call the Church and Kingdom 
of God, will roll forth. It will draw to it-
self everything that is honest and pure. 
Despised today, looked upon today with 
contempt, it will evince qualities in the 
eyes of the world that will yet wield a 
power in the earth. As I have often said a 
people who are frugal, temperate, industri-
ous, peaceable, united, who do not blas-
pheme, who do not commit outrages, but 
attend to their own business, must make 
their mark in the world. They must live in 
the struggle for existence. They will live; 
the qualities that they possess cannot die, 
they cannot be extinguished very readily. 
Wherever Latter-day Saints have control 
good government prevails, honesty pre-
vails; you do not find people heavily taxed; 
you do not find officers consuming all the 
taxes for their salaries. No; you will find 
peace, good order and honesty. We are 
lied about! Yes, all manner of lies are cir-
culated concerning us. I have heard men 
say that when they came to Salt Lake they 
were actually afraid of their lives because of 
the falsehoods that had been sent abroad. 
Why, from some of the stories that have 
been circulated one would think that a 
“Mormon” Apostle ate a man for break-
fast every morning; that he was never sat-
isfied unless he breakfasted upon some-
body not of his faith. I do not think that 
to look at the Apostles and the leading 
men that they would give anybody such 
an idea. They do not look very savage nor 
very ferocious. Yet, these lies are being told 
and circulated, and they have their effect 
upon certain classes. But like all the lies in 
the past, we shall outlive them. It would be

amusing to read all the lies that have been 
used in days past and gone. But there is 
a new batch in process of incubation all 
the time, and when the old ones get stale 
the new ones come forth adapted to the 
change of the case. Yet notwithstanding all 
this we continue to live. Lies do not hurt 
us. I do not think they cause us to sleep 
any the less. They do not cause us to enjoy 
any the less our pleasant homes, our fruit, 
or these beautiful streams that come from 
the mountains. We have learned that we 
can live and be lied about. We will con-
tinue to live and increase.

Now, my brethren and sisters, I am 
exceedingly thankful myself that God 
has revealed the truth, and that he has 
commanded his people to gather out of 
Babylon, that they may be free from the 
corruption that exists therein. We know 
there is a condition of society at the pres-
ent time on the earth, which corresponds 
exactly with that which the Apostle John 
predicts, and which I read. You read 
it at your leisure and you will find that 
everything in modern society is rep-
resented in the 18th chapter of John’s 
Revelation. Now, God has commanded 
his people to come out of Babylon. We 
are trying to do it. We are trying to es-
tablish a new order of society, not to 
tear down the old, but to establish a new 
order that will grow and increase, and 
be better than the old one. Everything 
connected with this people has for its 
design the renovation of the earth from 
the evils which exist at the present day. I 
am thankful there is a prospect for myself 
and my children in this respect; for when 
I look at society as it exists, its hollow-
ness, I confess if I had no hope only in 
that to be found in such society, I would 
have no desire for life, and I certainly
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