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The Gospel is declared to be glad

tidings of Salvation; and the princi-

ples which have been dwelt upon in

our hearing this afternoon by Brother

Naisbitt, are made glad tidings of sal-

vation unto every soul, especially unto

every soul that will receive them and

those who have received them, who have

bowed in simplicity before God, calling

upon Him in the name of Jesus Christ,

to give unto them a testimony and a

knowledge concerning the truth of these

things. The declaration of the princi-

ples as we have heard this afternoon,

kindles within their hearts the old fire

and quickens their spirit and causes feel-

ings of joy and satisfaction to fill their

whole being. While listening to Brother

Naisbitt's remarks I thought to myself

that no human being upon the face of

the earth who could be assured of the

truth of that which has been stated—

that there is indeed a church organized

according to the primitive pattern, that

the old Gospel is in truth restored, that

the old ordinances have been once more

placed in the Church accompanied by

the old power—if a person could be con-

vinced of this and know for himself and

herself that it is true, is there one soul

that would not be willing to endure all

things, to have his name cast out as

evil, to be misrepresented, to be perse-

cuted, yes, and even slain, if that should

be necessary in the providence of God,

in order to attain to all these blessings

here and hereafter? I do not believe

that, taking the human family generally,

there could be many found who would

hesitate concerning this matter if they

could be convinced of its truth. But the

difficulty is to get men and women to

comprehend the truth, to recognize it,

to understand it when they hear it, to

be able to separate the truth from error,

for the reason that in the human mind

there are certain conceptions of truth.

We entertain certain ideas as to what the

truth should be, how it should come to

us and also as to who its teachers should

be, the kind of men they should be.

And this is the difficulty that is all the

time in the way of preaching the Gospel.

There is an arch enemy of mankind

who is constantly laboring to blind the

eyes, to darken the understanding and

to harden the hearts of the children of

men, and to prevent them from receiv-

ing the truth when they hear it. There

have been comparatively few who have

been able to rise superior to their sur-

roundings, and it has only been by the

aid of the Almighty that they have suc-


