
Church of the Savior which he has caused 
to be organized in our day, has not en-
dured. Were the ancient Saints driven? So 
have the modern. Were the former-day 
Saints persecuted? So have the Latter-day 
Saints. Were they slain in former days? So 
they have been in the latter days. Were 
their names cast out as evil? So their names 
have been cast out at the present time. 
Were they accused of abominable crimes 
in ancient days as a justification to kill 
them? So they have been in these days. 
It is true that such wholesale persecution 
as attended the preaching of Christianity 
in the primitive days has not followed 
its preaching in our day, for the dispen-
sations are different. The Church was 
driven from the earth then, but as I have 
said, God has made a promise in these 
days that it shall not be destroyed again, 
and this ought to sustain you. This has, 
I know, sustained and comforted you in 
days that are past. I have often wondered 
in looking back to the days of persecution 
how the Saints were cheered and sustained 
under such circumstances. When I reflect 
upon our journey from Illinois, through 
the wilderness, destitute of everything, 
women carrying infants with scarcely 
food enough to keep soul and body to-
gether—when I think of these things 
now, when years have brought responsi-
bility and care, it is a matter of constant 
wonder to me how the Latter-day Saints 
in those days sustained themselves, how 
they could be so cheerful and show such 
forbearance and fortitude under such cir-
cumstances, meeting together round their 
campfires singing and rejoicing together  
as though they were in happy circum-
stances and, even after they reached this 
valley, when starvation stared them in the

face, their hope and courage were none 
the less. What was the cause of this? It 
was the consolation which God had given 
them that this work should triumph, that 
it should spread and increase, and that it 
should gather within its fold every honest 
soul sooner or later. It was this consolation 
that never deserted the people.

Now, does it follow, my brethren and 
sisters, that because this Gospel will not 
be given to another people, that we will 
remain in connection with this Church re-
gardless of our actions? Certainly not. The 
religion which we profess ought not only 
to be a Sunday religion, but a religion we 
should carry with us in our daily lives, in 
our intercourse with one another, in every-
thing in fact that pertains to us, and not 
like a Sunday garment put on today and 
laid aside tomorrow. In all our dealings, 
in all our conversation, in all our associa-
tions, we should endeavor to carry out the 
principles of our religion.

And there is one thing above everything, 
I think, we should observe, and that is to 
be careful about each others’ feelings and 
reputation. It is bad enough to be perse-
cuted by outsiders; it is bad enough to have 
hard things said by those who do not know 
us; but it is a cruel thing for men and wom-
en who profess to be brethren and sisters in 
the Lord to speak evil of each other. I can 
endure anything and everything, it seems 
to me, from the outside so long as it is not 
true. I am so organized that I do not care 
anything about these things, they do not 
affect me, and I rejoice when I think I am 
trying to do the best I can; but if I should 
know my brethren and sisters spoke evil 
of me, that I think would hurt me, and I 
am sure it hurts others. We should be espe-
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