
before the doctrine of polygamy was 
taught or believed in. There is nothing 
short of complete apostasy, a complete 
denial of every principle we have received, 
a throwing away of the Holy Priesthood, 
that can save us from persecution. When 
this takes place, when all the chief features 
of the Gospel are obliterated, when we can 
float along the stream and do as the world 
does, then and not till then will persecu-
tion cease, or until the adversary is bound, 
for the day will come when Satan will be 
bound and then persecution will cease, 
but until then there will be no cessation; 
until then persecution will always exist in 
some form or other, and we shall have to 
meet it, so that we may as well make up 
our minds on the subject. In my childhood 
I made my calculations that the Gospel 
might cost me my life. I felt as Brother 
Naisbitt has described. In my childhood I 
had a yearning to know the truth and to 
know the Church of God. I would have 
gone round the world if I had been strong 
enough to have found a servant of God 
who had the ancient power. I thought I 
would be willing to do everything that 
anybody else ever did, God being my 
helper, even if it cost me my good name. 
It might cost me my life; but what is that 
compared with eternal life in the presence 
of God. What are houses, what are lands, 
what is property of any kind compared 
with eternal life in the presence of God, to 
dwell there eternally in the society of Jesus, 
and of the Apostles and Prophets of old? 
This life is but a span. A few short years 
and we will pass away. Even if our enemies 
should suffer us to live, it is inevitable that

we shall die. That fiat has gone forth. 
Death is in the world. But we have re-
ceived a knowledge of the truth, and we 
can seal our testimony with our blood re-
garding it; but I do not think this will be 
necessary in this age further than what has 
taken place. I trust it will not be. No man 
need court any such thing. If it should 
come while we are in the path of duty, 
having espoused the truth, we should be 
willing to endure all the consequences in-
volved in its espousal and should follow 
the path that God has pointed out, leaving 
Him to overrule and control all things. But 
it is important, my brethren and sisters, 
that we should know it is the truth. That is 
the important point, that we should know 
for ourselves—not because I say so, not be-
cause someone else says so, but because we 
know it for ourselves, God having revealed 
it to us. And that is the privilege of every 
human being whom God has created, that 
each should know for himself and herself 
concerning the truth. It is my privilege and 
your privilege to ask God and find out the 
truth for ourselves, and then when we have 
found it we can endure persecution. This 
is what the world calls fanaticism, but it is 
a fanaticism that the Saints of God always 
had. It is different from any other fanati-
cism; it is based on the truth, and it is this 
that should gather us together; it is this 
that should gather us together and make us 
one people.

That God may grant us a continuation 
of these blessings and an increase of them 
and of His power and preserving care, is 
my prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen.
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