6 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

may have faith in baptism for the remission
of sins; there may be here and there men
who believe in the reception of the Holy
Ghost by the laying on of hands; but in its
beautiful primitive order it is nowhere to
be found among the children of men.
Now, in regard to the angel that should
“fly in the midst of heaven, having the ev-
erlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth,” it is only reasonable to
suppose that when the Gospel is restored,
it will be restored with all its ancient pow-
er, blessings, ordinances, Priesthood, and
everything that gave it grandeur and glory
in the primitive times. But now the query
is, Has this angel come? If he has not, are
the children of men looking for him? Is
there any anticipation in the midst of the
Christian world of his appearance? I think
not. But here among a small section of
men and women in the Rocky Mountains,
gathered from all the nations of the earth,
there is an understanding that this angel
has come, and should not the world be
pleased at the assumption; for if they are
delighted in reading the account of this
angel’s probable visitation, why not take
comfort and delight in the thought that
angelic visitations may again become gen-
eral or partial, as the case of necessity may
require. Here, then, we have a little nucleus
of men and women who say this angel has
come in the 19th century, in the “dispen-
sation of the fulness of times;” that he has
brought with him and given to those who
are preaching it, the “everlasting gospel”
as it existed in the ancient times; that in
their practice they are in the habit of exer-
cising faith in God, that they have repent-
ed of their sins; that they have been bap-
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tized in water for the promised remission;
that they have laid aside their follies; that
they want to free themselves from error
and from all unrighteousness; that they
have again identified themselves, as did the
ancient Christians, with the Church, pos-
sessing within itself the ancient organiza-
tion, the ancient Priesthood, the ancient
authority to teach, to lead, and to govern
and control, until all the obedient come
again to the unity of the faith. Now if the
Christian world take joy and satisfaction
in reading ancient history or prospective
history; if there are thousands of longing
hearts in every denomination who say they
would have rejoiced to have lived in the an-
cient times, to have listened to the teachings
of the authorities of the primitive church,
and to have shared in its blessings, etc.;
what should be the thought when they hear
again from men passing to and fro in the
nations of the earth declaring that the an-
cient order has been restored; what should
be the thought of men of intelligence, men
of reflecting minds, men that know the
merits and demerits of the Christian world,
should not these hearts leap for joy when
they hear that the Gospel has been thus re-
stored in all its ancient glory?

The Latter-day Saints testify—it is a
standing testimony to the nations—that
this angel spoken of by John, the Revelator,
has come to the human family, that he has
brought with him the ancient Gospel, and
that all those who are willing to accept
their testimony, to exercise faith in God,
to lay aside their dead works, their foolish
notions and their false traditions, to divest
themselves of the errors of the ages, and to
be baptized and receive the power of the

Holy Ghost, that they shall be as full of
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