
the Ishmaelites who formerly possessed 
this land, whose fathers we have an ac-
count of in the Book of Mormon. Those 
who are most familiar with their history, 
and with the history of our settlements in 
these mountains for the last thirty years—
the manner in which we have sent out our 
colonies to locate upon the land of the 
Lamanites: the manner in which we have 
treated with them to obtain their con-
sent and approval to occupy and improve 
the land which they claim; the manner 
in which we have moved among them to 
maintain ourselves and to build the towns 
and cities which are now inhabited by our 
people throughout this mountain region: 
the manner in which we have sent out 
missionaries in advance of our colonies 
to open up the way, carrying with them 
the spirit of the holy Gospel, the spirit of 
peace, the spirit of love and brotherhood, 
to endeavor to impress them with the be-
lief that we were not men of blood, but 
that we were a people who cherished and 
cultivated the spirit of peace; the course 
we have taken when difficulties would 
arise between them and our settlements, 
which occasionally would occur through 
the indiscretion of thoughtless and self-
ish men, to settle the same in a friendly, 
peaceful way, thereby avoiding bloodshed 
and war; and the spirit in which we have 
chastised them when it became necessary 
to do so, not in malice nor revenge, but as 
a father would chastise his wayward child, 
and then as soon as possible pour into their 
wounds the oil and the wine to heal them 
up again—those, I say, who are best ac-
quainted with our labors in this direction 
will best appreciate the results.

I  have had much experience du- 
r ing  the  l a s t  twenty  year s  in  th i s

direction; and have, by means of the spir-
it of the Gospel, averted much war and 
bloodshed.

Wherever our colonies have been sent 
in advance, their influence has been felt 
for good—not alone to them, not only 
has it tended to establish confidence and 
a bond of friendship between the natives 
and our colonies, but it has also tended to 
restrain the uprising in their hearts to war 
against the white race, and has thus pro-
moted peace to our General Government, 
the misrepresentations and the lying of our 
enemies to the contrary notwithstanding.

We know there are today, as there always 
have been, men who are suspicious and full 
of green-eyed jealousy, ever ready to mis-
represent the purest motives of the best 
people on the earth; and acts of loyalty and 
honesty and commendation are construed 
to be those of conspiracy and wickedness. 
And we know too that among this class of 
vilifiers and defamers are many of the cler-
gy, some of whom have come among us as 
followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, to 
bring to us glad tidings: but being wolves 
in sheep’s clothing they do the work of 
their master, and, therefore, they scatter 
broadcast lies and defamation. And many 
newspaper scribblers, who are ever ready to 
pander to popular sentiment, whether it be 
right or wrong, who know not the facts in 
the case, take up and republish to the world 
those truths and misrepresentations of the 
wicked men who are seeking notoriety at 
the expense of truth and justice.

The history of Utah Territory gives the 
lie to all these misrepresentations. There 
is no part of the American continent that 
has been peopled and redeemed from its  
desolated condition with so little blood-
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