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shed as Utah. There is no other State or

Territory where the general government

has expended so little force, or where

so few lives have been lost in settling a

country and maintaining peace with the

Indians as Utah. Today the American

nation is indebted for the spirit of "Mor-

monism" that has been diffused through

this mountainous country in the main-

tenance of peace, and the saving to the

nation of millions of treasure as well as

thousands of lives.

And the wisdom of the Lord, through

His servant Brigham Young, in send-

ing colonies into Arizona, and on the

several branches of the Colorado, also

into the San Juan country, as well as

on our eastward borders, may be wit-

nessed today in the influence that is ex-

erted by our people to check the spirit

of war and bloodshed among the Nava-

jos and the Utes and the Apaches. The

wars that have troubled the country dur-

ing the last four or five years in Col-

orado, New Mexico and Arizona, have

been, to my certain knowledge, greatly

mitigated by the presence of our colonies

on their borders, and by the labors of our

missionaries among the Indians. Dur-

ing those two years I have spent con-

siderable time in visiting those colonies,

and have, therefore, been brought in

contact with many of the nations of

the different tribes when they have

been visiting colonies and missionary

stations. And so has Elder Woodruff

and some others of the Quorum of the

Twelve. And I am a witness to this

fact, that in every instance where the

influence of our missionaries and our

colonies has been exerted upon these

fallen people, their chiefs have been im-

bued with the spirit of peace, and they

in turn have exerted their influence on

the side of peace to allay the uprising of

their more bloodthirsty brothers. And

when they have been almost on the point

of joining distant warlike bands engaged

in hostilities against the Government,

and have come to us to know our views

and to seek our counsel, our advice has

always been in the interest of peace, in

the spirit of kindness; we have always

taught them to restrain their hostile feel-

ings, and have portrayed to them the

benefits of peace, forbearance and long-

suffering, and advised them to endure

what they considered wrong rather than

to attempt to redress their wrongs in

their feeble, helpless condition, by taking

up arms against the strong and powerful

government of the United States; and be-

sides, that it was displeasing to God our

heavenly Father, that they should shed

the blood of man. Such is the character

of the teachings and counsels of our lead-

ing men of the various settlements to the

Indians, and of our missionaries who are

sent among them.

And I have had the testimony, during

the last two years, of many of our pre-

siding Elders and Indian missionaries—

and they are men, I know, whose word

may be relied upon, and who are them-

selves, I know, the true friends of

the Indians, and are laboring for their

welfare—they assured me that had it not

been for this influence, the young men

of the Navajos would have been fighting

with the Utes in Colorado during the last

war, and that many more of the Apaches

would have been on the war-path with

the late Victorio in New Mexico.

And here let me say, the last out-

break of the Apaches last fall, was

forced upon them by the foolish and

ruthless procedure of some of the of-

ficers at Camp Apache, greatly to


