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I feel pleased to have the opportunity

of again meeting with you. There are

many things that if I had time, I should

like to talk about. However, there were

one or two statements, that I made yes-

terday, which I will further explain. In

speaking of the position of the people

and of their settlements in this south-

ern country, I then stated that President

Young did not make any mistake in lay-

ing out a city here, nor in building a

Temple here; that it was quite as im-

portant a move as any that could have

been made in the interests of the Church

and kingdom of God upon the earth. If

I were to enter into the details of that

move I should speak of it perhaps in a

two-fold capacity; but I will speak for a

short time, at least, upon some of the

leading features associated with the po-

sition that we occupy here in these val-

leys of the mountains.

We are quite a long distance from the

outside world. It is true there are rail-

roads and more are being made; and it is

right there should be. That is their part

of the business. In this way, and in many

instances, they are assisting us to build

up the kingdom of God, but they don't

know it. If they did they would not like

to do it.

The position that we occupy in

these valleys of the mountains, is a very

peculiar one. When we came up here

the first place that was designated was

Salt Lake City. President Young said

that he had a manifestation that that

was the place. There was a valley, a

very good valley, a comparatively rich

valley, a valley that was well watered,

a valley that could be irrigated with-

out much labor, where the streams were

quite easy of access and where a small

community could easily raise their sus-

tenance; and this we did. Now, had we

landed in a place like this at first, it

would have been more difficult, people

would have become more discouraged,

and some of them felt very much discour-

aged as it was—some going to Califor-

nia because everything looked so forbid-

ding. Yet others thought it would be a

pleasant place to reside in, a place where

a living could be as easily obtained as

in most other places, except we go to

some of the rich lands of Missouri, Illi-

nois, Iowa, etc. But there were other cir-

cumstances associated with these things

that would have made it difficult for us

to sustain ourselves even in those places.

For instance, we lived in a rich land back

in Missouri. Everything there seemed

to grow at a very rapid rate, everything

increased very fast. I have heard some


