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people tell such big stories about the pro-
ductiveness of that country that I have
sometimes been afraid to tell what I my-
self knew of it, for fear that people would
not believe me. For instance, I have seen
fields of corn that a regiment of soldiers
could ride into and they would be out of
sight; and I have seen beans grow where
corn has been planted where the corn
stalks have served as bean poles; and I have
seen pumpkins and squash grow among
them, three crops growing the same year
and at the same time. That country, nev-
ertheless, has many drawbacks. In that
country we were very unhealthy. We were
subject to what is called fever and ague
every year; in fact, in the spring we used
to think we did well if we didn’t happen
to die off in the fall. Why could we not
stop there? Because the land was too good,
and we were easy of access to men desir-
ous to possess our property, and they told
us to move on, and we had to go. We had
to leave Missouri, and I suppose God in-
tended to try the Saints, to let them pass
through certain kinds of experience and
place them in a position that they would
have to lean on Him. Some of the people
rebelled against these things in their feel-
ings. Among the rest, I remember being
much shocked at the remarks of Sidney
Rigdon after he had been imprisoned with
the Prophet Joseph in Richmond jail, as
well as many others. I visited them in jail,
and Sidney Rigdon made a remark soon
after he got out, to the effect that if God
did not care anything more about us than
He seemed to do, that if He allowed us
to be hauled around as we had been, he
did not care about serving such a God.
That is, he found the trials were heavier
for him than he was capable of bear-
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ing, notwithstanding that he had seen the
Lord and had had visions pertaining to the
celestial, terrestrial and telestial kingdoms,
in which he had seen the position of men
in the future, and the purposes of God re-
garding the nations of the earth, and had
borne testimony of it in connection with
Joseph Smith, as we find recorded in the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants. Yet
when trials came his knees faltered, and
the knees of many others have faltered in
the same way. Now, we talk about lands,
good rich land. Why did we not stay in
Missouri? Because people would not let us.
It was just so in Illinois. Why did we leave
there? Because, as I have heard Brother
George A. Smith say, we left because we
could not help ourselves; at least, that
was the purport of his saying. I think the
Lord was very merciful to us in Salt Lake
Valley. I believe we landed just in the right
place. The people commenced to establish
themselves; they began to find that they
could raise crops there, and that the land
was very productive. We stayed there for a
while and began to make little settlements
and little excursions out into the surround-
ing country. The people had all kinds of
difficulties. I remember once, in Bountiful,
there were three or four families went up
to settle there, and they felt that there was
not enough water, and that they could
hardly get along. They got to quarreling
about water rights, as we do sometimes.
I do not know of much quarreling down
here; I do not think you have as much wa-
ter to quarrel over as they had. Afterwards
President Young was moved upon to be-
gin to make settlements in other places.
We had now obtained a foothold. We had

a place where we could raise all the grain
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