
and faith of even those men who were ca-
pable of living on a dry rock—it required 
the combined energy of the whole to ac-
complish these things, and a good deal of 
faith too.

Still President Young urged forward 
the people; Brother Geo. A. Smith and 
Brother Erastus Snow urged them for-
ward, and others urged them forward, and 
there was a general feeling to build up this 
southern country. Finally it was found that 
our Temple in Salt Lake City would take 
such a long time to build, it was thought 
best to erect one down here. Why? Because 
there was a people living here who were 
more worthy than any others. Who were 
more worthy of the blessings of a Temple 
than those who had displayed the self-
abnegation exhibited by the pioneers of the 
south? God inspired President Young to 
build a Temple here because of the fidel-
ity and self-abnegation of the people; and, 
furthermore that there might be an asylum 
here for those living further south to be 
administered to in the holy ordinances of 
God. I speak this for your credit—not that 
all of you are of that class, but let those that 
are worthy take the credit, and those that 
are not, need not take it. This Temple was 
built and we went into it, and a great many 
thousands of people have been adminis-
tered to, and for, within its walls. People 
have administered for themselves and for 
their progenitors. Over 150,000 people, 
Brother McAllister says, have been admin-
istered for in this Temple. Don’t you think 
it is worth while building a Temple where 
such a work can be done? If life is worth 
anything, if salvation is worth anything,  
if the life of our friends and brethren  
with whom we shall be associated in the 
kingdom of God, is worth anything,  
then I think a good work was done

in the building of this Temple. In other 
words, it was a wise move. Why? Because 
it helped to sustain this part of the coun-
try. Means were brought from other pla-
ces down here to supply the people with 
means and labor, thus it has been a bless-
ing both to the living and the dead. You 
men who comprehend things aright, you 
would not take in exchange anything that 
could be conferred upon you for the bless-
ings you have received in that Temple.

There were then blessings of a tem-
poral nature, as well as of a spiritual na-
ture, connected with the labor performed 
in the building of that house. There was 
another thing. In establishing the king-
dom of God it was necessary that there 
should be a strong place somewhere here 
between the land south and the land 
north. It was necessary that there should 
be a foothold here all through these val-
leys of the mountains between Salt Lake 
City and north of Salt Lake City clear 
away, as you have heard President Young 
say, on the backbone of the American 
continent. And why? We make remarks 
sometimes, but I always like to get at 
the bottom of them. Why is it better 
for us to be here than to be somewhere 
else? If we had been in Missouri we 
should have been mobbed and robbed 
long ago. If we had been anywhere in 
Central America or South America 
where we could have been reached, our 
Christian friends would have come there 
and stolen what we had from us. But,  
furthermore, President Young, who  
was governed by the inspiration of the 
Spirit of God in leading the people forth 
in the way he did, expected that these rail-
roads that are now coming would come 
along. Years ago I expected the same 
thing, because I saw them at work here,
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