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and clear away into Mexico. I had it

manifested to me, and Brother George Q.

Cannon, here has heard me speak about

the matter. Didn't you Brother Cannon?

(Brother Cannon: Yes, sir.) At that time

I was very sick. I told President Young of

some things that I then believed would

take place, among the rest was this rail-

road building. And if there had not been

some pretty strong places, such as a set-

tlement on Salt Creek, a settlement at

Beaver, a settlement at Parowan, a set-

tlement down here, etc., we never would

have been able to carry out the will of

God, and we should have been in a dif-

ferent position with regard to other set-

tlements further south than we are to-

day. Now your young men are beginning

to say, they want room. There is plenty

of room south. Here is Brother Snow,

who has been working like a beaver, and

there are others, who are doing the same,

establishing settlements in the various

valleys south, in Arizona, in Colorado,

and all through this southern country,

until we now occupy, as I have stated in

other places, some 800 miles of country

in a direct line, running north and south.

What did we have when we left Nau-

voo? Not much. Any property to spare?

I think not. I think many of us would

have gone without shoes, without cloth-

ing, unless God had interposed in a

miraculous manner in sending down—

I was going to say, a shower of cloth-

ing. You remember that Brother Kimball

prophesied at a certain time that cloth-

ing would be as cheap here as in the

East. Regarding this some people felt

a good deal like the man did when Eli-

jah prophesied about a measure of meal

being sold for so much. Says one man;

if the heavens were to open this could

not happen; but it did happen; and

the other happened that Brother Kim-

ball talked about. When the gold fever

burst out, people brought clothing by the

wholesale and sold it for a mere song,

and let you sing the song; until the wants

of the people were all supplied. Who sup-

plied them? These men. Did they want

to do it? No, it was the Lord who con-

trolled these matters. He started up this

feeling which brought the people here,

and they acted more like crazy men than

any I ever saw. They were ready to give

us their goods almost for nothing. The

Saints at that time in Salt Lake City

were supplied with all the necessaries

of life brought by traders whom they

knew nothing about, and they traded off

their cattle and their horses and any-

thing these people could pack away. Here

was a manifestation of the work of the

Lord, of the will of God, and the protect-

ing care of our heavenly Father over His

Saints.

As I told you yesterday we have

traveled among the Saints and found

thousands of happy homes, good farms,

good gardens and orchards, cattle, sheep,

horses, etc., and that the people gener-

ally are now in a very prosperous condi-

tion. What has it originated from? We

certainly did not bring it about. God has

blessed our labors on the land and in-

creased the water for our sake.

Now, having said so much upon

this subject I will turn to our politi-

cal position. We have already made

in Salt Lake City numbers of very nice

places. You have also got some very

beautiful buildings here. I am sorry

to see so much saleratus yet in the

land; I wish you had a little easier

times; but while I am inclined to sym-

pathize with you, yet I do not want

my sympathy to overcome my judg-


