
tending that we are so awfully corrupt that 
they are afraid we shall demoralize them. 
God save the mark! They themselves are 
killing off their own children by tens of 
thousands and by hundreds of thousands 
before they are born. That is the feeling 
that is growing up among them. It is adul-
tery, fornication, lasciviousness that is un-
dermining the constitutions of the people. 
They are rotting by thousands and tens of 
thousands, and they will come here and 
preach morality to us. We do not want 
them. We tell them to go among their own 
lepers and cleanse their own social evils, 
sweep out their own Augean stables, and 
purify themselves from their own corrup-
tions, and then come and talk purity to us. 
That is what I would say to those people. 
We understand them as well as they under-
stand themselves, and for that reason we 
do not want any of that kind of hypocrisy 
here.

Now, then, we come to ourselves. We 
are here. Could we have been placed in 
any better position than we are today? 
No. What has been the object of God for 
sometime? In the first place He operated 
upon Columbus to come and find this 
land. He then operated upon the Puritans 
and other men in England and other pla-
ces to come to this land, and many of them 
were good, honorable, high-minded, virtu-
ous people. The grandfathers and grand-
mothers of this nation were not murder-
ers; they did not murder infants; they were 
honorable people who cherished human 
life, and considered it a blessing to have a 
large posterity and to take care of them. 
The spirit of the early fathers was, if their 
land was poor they could raise men. What 
are they doing now? Raising murderers and 
murderesses. From among those people

and from Europe and other parts the 
Saints have been gathered. The Lord is 
gathering them together, and His king-
dom is spreading and growing, and it is 
our privilege to grow and expand with it, 
and we should be true to ourselves, be true 
to our religion, be true to God, and oper-
ate in the interests of humanity. We could 
not find a better place for Latter-day Saints 
than in these valleys of the mountains, nor 
in those rugged parts further south. We 
expect to go on and to increase and seek 
to the Lord for his guidance, protection 
and sustenance, while we must learn to 
do right and observe his laws and keep his 
commandments. The kingdom of God is 
onward. It is accelerating in its speed. God 
has called the First Presidency, the Twelve, 
High Priests, Seventies, Elders, Bishops, 
High Councilors, Priests, Teachers and 
Deacons—he has called upon them to de-
vote themselves to him. He expects us to be 
willing in the day of his power. He expects 
us to be true to our integrity, and having 
taught us eternal principles, he expects that 
we shall have the law of God written in our 
hearts and be valiant for the truth and for 
God. God and all the intelligences that he 
is surrounded with are on our side and are 
enlisted in our protection and for the sus-
tenance of this people; and for the rolling 
forth of his work, and the accomplishment 
of the objects that he designed in the in-
troduction of the Gospel in the last days, 
even in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times, when he would gather all things into 
one. Being called to live in a land like this, 
in the midst of rugged mountains and bar-
ren deserts we will sing, “For the strength 
of the hills we bless thee, our God, our 
fathers’ God;” for the wisdom Thou hast

THE SETTLING OF SOUTHERN UTAH, ETC. 19

JOD Vol 23-LIVE.indd   19JOD Vol 23-LIVE.indd   19 5/19/20   7:01 PM5/19/20   7:01 PM


