
TRAVELS OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY, ETC. 21

accompanying brethren to find out the

true position which the Saints occupy,

to know what their standing is in rela-

tion to their religious views and senti-

ments, and also to ascertain their moral

status and how they conduct themselves

not only religiously but socially. And

then another thing that we felt desirous

to understand was the true educational

condition of the Saints; and what they

were doing to enlighten the minds of

the youth and to train them in the

right paths, and how far literature, sci-

ence and those principles of intelligence

which are calculated to exalt and enno-

ble men when under proper influences,

prevailed among our people, and in what

manner they deported themselves in re-

gard to all these things. We have felt the

more desirous to do this because many

of the Saints live far from the seat of

the Presidency of the Church. I suppose

so far as we have been in this Territory,

in the adjoining Territory of Idaho, in

some portions of Wyoming, and in other

portions south, that we have not trav-

eled less than from 500 to 600 miles in

a direct course north and south, besides

visiting nearly all the prominent settle-

ments east and west, and our feeling and

impressions after visiting the whole of

the Saints in all of their locations are to

us very interesting and encouraging. So

far as the temporal position of the peo-

ple is concerned, they seem to be in pos-

session of a reasonable share of the good

things of life; their habits of industry and

perseverance, their self-abnegation, the

desire to comprehend and sustain cor-

rect principles, together with the bless-

ing of the Almighty, have tended to pro-

mote their welfare in a temporal point of

view.

We do not find so many very

wealthy people as there are in some

communities, but our people, so far as

our observation goes (and we have had

a pretty fair opportunity of investigat-

ing all these matters), are second to

none in regard to the comforts, con-

veniences and necessaries of life; and

perhaps there is no place nor people

(at least, none that I have any knowl-

edge of, and I have traveled quite ex-

tensively myself in the world), that are

better situated as a whole than are the

Latter-day Saints in this and the adjoin-

ing territories, nor where more of the

people dwell in their own homes. We

find thousands upon thousands of happy

homes, and the people that inhabit them

are sober, industrious, frugal and God-

fearing, feeling a strong desire to ob-

serve the laws and keep the command-

ments of the Lord; and notwithstand-

ing the many aspersions cast upon them

by wicked and designing men, they nev-

ertheless evince a strong desire to ob-

serve the laws and institutions of the

land. We find them in possession gen-

erally of good houses, farms, orchards,

gardens, and in many instances, of cat-

tle, sheep, horses, and all the appliances

of life which tend to promote comfort in

a social and family capacity. We find,

too, that this season has been a very

prosperous one, with very few excep-

tions, throughout the length and breadth

of the Territory. The Lord has blessed

our labors, exceedingly, and I presume

that the crops, as a general thing, have

been increased at least 20 to 25 per-

cent, I think we should be quite safe in

saying 20 percent; and this, of course,

tends to make existence more pleasant

and agreeable, and to enable the peo-

ple to more easily struggle in the battle

of life in its various forms and phases.

In addition to this we find that they


