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are generally seeking to live their re-
ligion and to keep the commandments
of God. And the various organizations
which you have among you here, in this
city, prevail throughout all the settle-
ments of the Saints with very few ex-
ceptions, very few indeed. We find that
the Relief Societies which are so active
and energetic among you here and which
are operating so creditably in looking af-
ter the interest and welfare of the fe-
male portion of our society, also exist all
over the Territory, and that there is a
creditable zeal and intelligence without
that obtrusiveness which we see among
many—a desire to promote the well-
being of those with whom they are as-
sociated, and to make themselves use-
ful in all the affairs of life: and we
feel whenever we find a disposition of
this kind, to appreciate it. We find,
also, that our Young Men's and Young
Women's Mutual Improvement Associ-
ations prevail almost everywhere, and
that there is a desire to elevate the
youth and lift them up from the sloughs
of ignorance and darkness, and to im-
plant within their minds true and cor-
rect principles, putting them in posses-
sion of a knowledge of science, literature,
and the arts, and cultivating those prin-
ciples that are calculated to elevate and
ennoble mankind, as well as to correct
their morals and govern them in their
religious pursuits. We find, also, that
their Primary Associations are attended
to with the same vigilance that they
are around us here, and that the most
wise, prudent and intelligent ladies are
selected for the purpose of supervising
their movements and in "teaching the
young idea how to shoot." We find, also,
that throughout the Territory our Sun-
day Schools receive that attention which
we consider all such institutions ought to
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merit and do merit, and that the best
of men and women are selected for their
teachers, who, as we see, take an interest
in the welfare of our rising posterity.

It is not for me to enter into all par-
ticulars; I merely wish to give a brief
outline of these matters. All of these
institutions that I have referred to are
in a very creditable position; are man-
aged with great care, and many of your
old neighbors who used to live here in
the city, both men and women, and
who were known as high-minded, honor-
able persons—we find mixed in the vari-
ous societies throughout the settlements
and organizations, exerting an influence
which is truly interesting to all who feel
desirous to promote the welfare of Zion
and the building of the kingdom of God
upon the earth. Then, again, in regard
to our scholastic affairs, we find that
there is very great progress being made
in our common schools, or rather what
are termed our district schools. We find
that a more intelligent class of teach-
ers is being employed, and that with the
operations of the normal department of
the University, with the Brigham Young
Academy in Provo, and other institu-
tions of learning, they are telling very
favorably upon our youth, and as bet-
ter teachers are obtained, there seems
to be a greater desire manifested among
the people to acquire intelligence of ev-
ery kind. From the best information that
I am able to obtain, I suppose there are
at least thirty normal students turned
out every year. They are prepared in our
University and in the other scholastic in-
stitutions referred to, and as these teach-
ers, coming from their own counties and
peoples, return to their several homes,
properly qualified as instructors, they do
a great deal of good among the commu-
nity.



