TRAVELS OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY, ETC.

In relation to other matters, such as
the building of Temples, they are also
progressing very favorably. I need not
say anything about the one we are build-
ing here; you are all acquainted with
that. The one which is being built in
Logan is now covered in. A large force
of carpenters are engaged in finishing
the interior department thereof, and an-
other year will count very favorably in
the work on that structure. It is a beau-
tiful building, and stands in a very im-
posing position on an elevated plateau in
Cache County, near Logan. About 200
miles from that, in the south, in San-
pete County, there is another Temple be-
ing built. That also occupies a very eligi-
ble position. A very large amount of la-
bor has been performed in preparing the
site. The point of a mountain has been
removed, and a great amount of labor
has been expended on the walls which
surround the Temple, forming nearly a
semi-circle. There are three terraces el-
evated one above another, the same as
the gallery may be elevated above the
lower part of this house; they surround
the Temple, being wider, of course, at
the lower part and narrower as they
approach towards the Temple. A very
large amount of means and labor have
been expended in preparing these ter-
races and also in preparing the Temple.
The Temple itself is a beautiful struc-
ture. They expect to have the walls up
to the square in another season. I think
they have built up the wall this year
some 28 feet. It is built of beautiful white
rock—or at least very light, clear rock
and is hewn on the outside where the
joints come together, and presents a very
beautiful and creditable appearance. It
is interesting, too, to find how strongly
the feelings of the people are drawn
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out in relation to these edifices. They
seem to think that no sacrifice is too
great to accomplish the object which they
have in view; indeed in both of these
Temple districts they seem to take very
great pride in prosecuting this labor. I
was informed that the superintendent
was a little short of means a short time
ago at the Manti Temple, and he asked if
he must slacken the labor. They told him
no, he was to proceed with it, and I think
in a very short time a number of peo-
ple from different parts subscribed 7,000
bushels of wheat to assist in the con-
struction of the Temple, and there seems
to be, generally, a strong desire for the
accomplishment of this work.

The religion that we have espoused,
connects time with eternity, heaven with
earth, this world with the next, and
while the Lord has revealed unto us
what is termed a new Gospel, and hence
it is called the new and everlasting
Gospel—new indeed to the people of the
world, but everlasting so far as God is
concerned and the interests of mankind
both living and dead; for God is in-
terested in the welfare of all human-
ity that has ever lived, that now lives,
or that ever will live. He is, we are
told, the God of the spirits of all flesh,
and he has introduced principles which
have been made known to us for the
benefit of all. The principles that we
are associated with reach back into eter-
nity and forward into eternity. They are
not the ideas, the theories or notions of
men, they emanate from the Almighty.
And in regard to the ideas which have
been developed pertaining to the past,
the present and the future, none of us
can claim ourselves to be the founders
or the originators of any one idea as-
sociated with the Church and king-
dom of God, neither was Joseph Smith,



