THE DISPENSATION OF THE FULNESS OF TIMES, ETC.

Jerusalem during the reign of
Zedekiah—if anything was revealed to
them, we have had it revealed unto us.
And this is why certain things exist per-
taining to organizations, etc., referred to
by Brother Hatch.

We have here on the ceiling of this
building pictured to us, Moroni making
known to Joseph Smith the plates, from
which the Book of Mormon was trans-
lated, which plates had been hidden up
in the earth; and in connection with
them was the Urim and Thummim, by
which sacred instrument Joseph was en-
abled to translate the ancient characters,
now given unto us in the form of the
Book of Mormon; in which is set forth
the theories, doctrines, principles, orga-
nizations, etc., of these peoples who lived
upon this continent. People talk about
their disbelief regarding these things.
That is a matter of no moment to us.
I do not intend to bring any argument
upon this question, caring nothing about
what people believe. We know certain
things, and knowing them we regard
them as matters of fact. If we were to
take the world and its ideas and theo-
ries, we should find that there is hardly
one person in every thousand who be-
lieves the Bible. The Christian world
professes belief in the Bible; that is, they
believe it when shut, but not when open.
Consequently, I do not propose this af-
ternoon, at least, to address myself to in-
fidels, whether they go under the name
of Christian or any other name. I am
speaking of certain principles to a people
who believe them to be true; and I wish
to refer more particularly to some events
associated with the dealings of God with
his earthly children.

When John was on the isle of Pat-
mos, certain things were revealed to
him that were to transpire in the
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last days, and he prophesied of them.
While wrapped in prophetic vision, gaz-
ing on the purposes of God as they were
to be unfolded in later times, among
other things he saw an angel flying in
the midst of heaven, having the ever-
lasting Gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, to every nation, kin-
dred, tongue and people; saying with
a loud voice, Fear God and give glory
to him, for the hour of his judgment is
come. This was a declaration made by
this ancient Apostle and Prophet of God
while banished for his religion, as cer-
tain men today would, if they could, ban-
ish us. We now declare to the world
that this part of the visions of John
has been fulfilled; that the angel has
come and appeared to man upon the
earth, conferring upon him this heav-
enly charge, namely, the responsibility
of opening up a new Gospel dispensa-
tion; and we declare that God himself
took part in it, and that Jesus, the Me-
diator of the new covenant, accompanied
him, both of whom appeared to Joseph
Smith, upon which occasion the Father,
pointing to the Son said, "This is my
beloved Son, hear him." Following this
the Gospel was to be preached to ev-
ery nation. What Gospel? The same
Gospel that was preached to Adam, and
to the Patriarchs and men of God of ev-
ery age; the Gospel of salvation and de-
liverance from sin through the atone-
ment of Jesus Christ, the resurrection
from the dead, life immortal and all
the blessings associated therewith. And
when this Gospel was first proclaimed
in this age, who knew anything about
it? Nobody; it was not and had not been
among men for centuries. The world
of mankind had been left without di-
rect communication from the heavens,



