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and as a natural consequencewhile grov-

eling in the dark, they followed the de-

vices and desires of their own hearts;

they were governed by man-made sys-

tems, and bowed to the dictum, to the

notions, the theories and follies of men.

There was no Apostle, no Prophet, no

inspired man of God holding His Holy

Priesthood to say, Thus saith the Lord,

this is the way, walk ye in it.

In connection with this I may allude

to an incident in my personal experi-

ence, to show the state of the world re-

ligiously some forty or fifty years ago.

Not being then acquainted with this

Church, a number of us met together

for the purpose of searching the Scrip-

tures; and we found that certain doc-

trines were taught by Jesus and the

Apostles, which neither the Methodists,

Baptists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians,

nor any of the religious sects taught;

and we concluded that if the Bible was

true, the doctrines of modern Christen-

dom were not true; or if they were true,

the Bible was false. Our investigations

were impartially made, and our search

for truth was extended. We examined

every religious principle that came un-

der our notice, and probed the various

systems as taught by the sects, to ascer-

tain if there were any that were in ac-

cordance with the word of God. But we

failed to find any. In addition to our re-

searches and investigations, we prayed

and fasted before God; and the substance

of our prayers was, that if he had a peo-

ple upon the earth anywhere, and min-

isters who were authorized to preach

the Gospel, that he would send us one.

This was the condition we were in. We

knew all that the Methodists knew then,

and all that they know now. We knew

all that the Presbyterians knew then,

and all that they know now. We knew all

that the Episcopalians knew then, and

all that they know now. We knew all that

the Roman Catholics knew then, and all

that they know today; for we made our-

selves conversant with the doctrines and

examined them thoroughly, as well as

the theories of all men who pretended

to have knowledge of Gospel light. We

prayed earnestly; and in answer to our

prayers, the Lord sent us Elder Parley P.

Pratt, who gives an account of this in his

autobiography which has been published

since his death. Brother Pratt, in relat-

ing the circumstances, says that Brother

Heber C. Kimball came to his house one

night after he had retired; that Brother

Kimball requested him to get up, which

he did, and then began to prophesy to

him. He told him there was a people in

Canada who were seeking for a knowl-

edge of the Gospel, and they were pray-

ing to God to send them a minister who

should reveal to them the truth. Brother

Kimball then commissioned him to re-

pair to Canada, telling him that the Lord

would bless him and open up his way.

Just previous to that time the Saints had

been engaged in building the Temple in

Kirtland, Ohio, and were all very much

embarrassed as to means, Brother Pratt

with the balance having devoted every-

thing he had to spare for that purpose.

Among other things that Brother Kim-

ball told him was, that where he was go-

ing he would find means to relieve him-

self and that many of the people would

embrace the Gospel, and that it would

be the means of introducing the Gospel

to England. And furthermore, said he,

your wife who is now childless shall have

a son. In the course of time she did

have a son, and they named him Parley.


