THE DISPENSATION OF THE FULNESS OF TIMES, ETC.

I do not know but that he may be
present; but I was going to say, I knew
him before he was born. [Laughter.]

I speak of this to show that there
was at that time nobody, of whom we
had any knowledge, from whom we could
obtain any information with regard to
the Gospel of the Son of God, or that
could teach us the doctrines Jesus and
His Apostles taught, as contained in
the Scriptures. Brother Pratt came and
found us, and he came in answer to our
prayer; at least, that is my faith in re-
gard to the matter. And were all these
things accomplished? Yes: I was bap-
tized myself and others, and I baptized
many others in that country; and it was
the means also of sending the Gospel
to England. John Goodson, who apos-
tatized long ago, John Snyder, a good,
faithful man who was one of the com-
mittee of the Nauvoo House, and who
died in the 17th Ward of this City, Isaac
Russell, and Joseph Fielding, uncle to
Brother Joseph F. Smith, were of our
number, embraced the Gospel, and were
afterwards called to accompany Brother
Heber C. Kimball and Orson Hyde to
England for the purpose of opening up
the work in that land; and I was the first
person that wrote a letter to England on
the subject of the Gospel; I did it at the
request of Brother Fielding, who got me
to write for him to a brother and brother-
in-law of his who were ministers in Eng-
land. These were the men that helped
to introduce the Gospel into England in
that early day. I speak of this for the in-
formation of many of you.

When Brother Pratt came to me
I was, perhaps, as well read in the
letter of the Bible as I am today,
and as soon as he commenced to
talk about Prophets, I said, Yes, we
believe in them. And he talked
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about Apostles and I remarked, Yes, we
have been looking for such men, but we
cannot find them. He talked about the
organization of the Church as it was an-
ciently; and about the gift of tongues and
the gift of healing, etc., and we were de-
lighted with his message, it was some-
thing we were seeking for, and it was
all new to us. We had heard rumors
about the Mormons, just as people hear
rumors nowadays of us; and the rumors
we heard were not of the most compli-
mentary character, any more than are
those that are circulated about us today,
or those that were circulated about Jesus
and the former-day Saints. You know,
the pious, hypocritical clergy of that day
put the Savior down as the vilest crea-
ture that ever lived, and influenced the
populace against him; for said they, if
he heals the sick, give God the glory, for
we know that this man is a sinner; and
when he cast out devils, this same class
attributed it to the power of Beelzebub,
the prince of devils; and they spoke of
him as being a bastard, and cast all man-
ner of reflections upon him. The Savior
in speaking to his disciples gave them to
understand that inasmuch as they had
persecuted him, they would also perse-
cute them; and said he, further, when
they persecute you in one city, flee to an-
other; and he also told them to be ex-
ceeding glad when they were persecuted
for righteousness' sake. What, to be
lied about by adventurers and political
demagogues who seek to rob and plun-
der you? Yes; that is a good and fa-
vorable sign. If we were guilty of the
infamies that they seek to lay at our
door, that would be another matter. But
whilst we are not as good as we might
be, we do know that what they say and
publish to the world about us, which



