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has had a tendency to arouse the feelings
of the general public against us, are in-
fernal falsehoods. “Blessed are you, when
men shall revile you, and persecute you,
and shall say all manner of evil against you
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be ex-
ceeding glad,” etc., in this we but share the
lot of the honorable of other ages, the men
of God who stood the abuse of their fellow
man, and who, in many instances, were
persecuted much worse than we are. Our
present assailants have not learned how yet;
but they are trying upon a small scale to
introduce the inquisition, and may, by and
by, in some degree, succeed in carrying out
their nefarious objects. This is their work,
if they can stand it we think we can. There
are thousands of honorable men who will
look down with contempt upon all such
unprincipled and mendacious efforts.
After the Lord had spoken to Joseph
Smith, and Jesus had manifested him-
self to him, and after Moroni had re-
vealed to him the hidden plates contain-
ing the history of the ancient inhabitants
of this continent, which, in the wisdom
of God, have been translated into our
own language in the form of the Book
of Mormon, and which, in connection
with the Bible, is to be the means of
confounding false doctrines, the one be-
ing corroborative of the other in prin-
ciple and doctrine and in relation to the
designs and purposes of God—after
this it was necessary that the Priesthood
held by men in former days should be
restored in these latter days, that people
now, as men in those days, might be au-
thorized to act in the name of the Lord.
Hence John the Baptist, who held the
keys of the Aaronic Priesthood, came and

laid his hands upon the heads of Joseph
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Smith and Oliver Cowdery, using these
words: “Upon you, my fellow servants,
in the name of Messiah, I confer the
Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the
keys of the ministering of angels, and of
the gospel of repentance, and of baptism
by immersion for the remission of sins;
and this shall never be taken again from
the earth until the sons of Levi do offer
again an offering unto the Lord in righ-
teousness.” After having been ordained
to this Priesthood which is after the or-
der of Aaron, it was necessary that they
should have another Priesthood which is
after the order of Melchizedek, and after
the order of the Son of God. And conse-
quently Peter, James and John came and
conferred that Priesthood. Why did they
come? Because they were the last who
held the keys of that Priesthood. After
this order of Priesthood was introduced,
the organization which we possess today
was gradually effected, which is as full and
complete, perhaps, as ever existed upon
the earth. How perfect it was in the days
of Enoch we are not told, but everything
that they had revealed to them pertaining
to the organization of the Church of God,
also pertaining to doctrine and ordinan-
ces, we have had revealed to us, except-
ing one thing, and that is the principle
and power of translation; that, however,
will in due time be restored also. And if
they in their day built a Zion, we have
one to build in our day, and when this
shall be done and everything is in readi-
ness, the Zion which the people of Enoch
built and which was translated, will de-
scend from above, and the Zion of the
latter days which this people will build,
will ascend by virtue of this principle
and power, and the former and the
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