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latter-day Zion will meet each other, and
the dwellers in both will embrace and kiss
each other, so we are told in the revelations
of God.

We are indebted to no one excepting
God, our heavenly Father, for the orga-
nization which we possess; and as a little
circumstance with regard to its practical
working occurs to me, I will mention it.
Among other places, we sent to Bear Lake
a copy of the form of petition which we
are now presenting to Congress. I think
it was on Wednesday that it was sent out
from here, and on Saturday night it was re-
turned with thousands of signatures. That
is the way we do things here. In a few days
we had some fifty thousand signatures, and
I presume before this there are some ten
or twenty thousand more from the more
distant settlements. What does it manifest?
Union and sympathy one with another,
all testifying to one thing, which I was
very glad to see. People have said that we
know that polygamy is not a principle of
our religion; but here are petitions signed
by some seventy or eighty thousand, all of
whom testify to their faith in regard to this
principle. I think the testimony of seventy
or eighty thousand persons living right
among it, and most of whom are born in
it, ought to be as strong as that of a few
quidnuncs who know little or nothing
about it.

The Gospel was then revealed, what
for—for you and me, or for this man and
that man? No; it was for the benefit of the
world; it was in the interests of humanity;
and it was to be proclaimed to every na-
tion, kindred, people and tongue, by men
commissioned of God to do so. That duty
belongs to the Twelve especially, to either
do so in person or see that it is done. I have
traveled myself tens of thousands of miles,
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and so have my brethren, visiting the
nations of the earth in their most promi-
nent cities declaring to them the principles
of the Gospel as God has revealed them.
And could we find men upon the earth
that could successfully oppose us? I declare
before God I never found one, taking the
Bible as a standard; neither can anyone be
found today that can do it, and that is the
trouble.

In that day, we are told, the meek shall
rejoice in the Lord; and the poor among
men shall rejoice in the holy one of Israel.
God has had his people scattered among
the nations, and his testimony was to
go forth to all lands; and it becomes the
duty of the Twelve, the Seventies, the
High Priests and Elders to carry this mes-
sage and present it to them in the spirit of
the Gospel, not, to cram the truth down
the throats of men, as certain individuals
would cram their peculiar views down our
throats. But when we were sent forth we
were sent to teach, and not to be taught.
We could not learn anything from them
about the Gospel, for they did not know it.
They could not teach us, hence the Lord in
sending out the first Elders told them they
were sent to teach and not to be taught.
We went in the midst of opposition and
persecution, mobbings and drivings, and
were subjected to every insult, indignity
and infamy that wicked and corrupt man
could invent, and we have put up with
such things all the time, and many have
had to lay down their lives in the conflict,
and they will, as others formerly did, when
the time comes, gain a better resurrection.
And we are still struggling on, in the face
of a general opposition, trusting in our
God to sustain us, while we shall continue
to sow the precious seed of the everlasting
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